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OWTpB 



COUNCIL OF BARBADOES, 



Appointed to inquIrb into thb 



:• * 



ACTUAL CONDITION OF* THE SLAVfiS 



IH THIS ISLAND, 



^rttm A VISW TO AEPUTE certain CALUMNlSi RBSPtCTiNG TftBllI 

TREATMENT: AND ALSO TO TAKE INTO CONSIDKRATIOlt ""' 

CERTAIN MEASURES AFFECTING THB WBST INDIES^ 

WHICH HAYS BEEN LATELY AGITATED IK 

THB HOVSB O^ COMMONS. 



i^Mb 



'' And I would recoBURend to yoar seriow considerRtion whether it 
** be pradeBt to fonn a rale of pnnishtng fyeopley not on their own acts 
<' Iwt on yoRf c<Mdecltnrci« Sniely it is preposteroas at the very best. 
** It is not justifying yoar anfer by their miseondoct, bat itisVonYert- 
*' ing yoar iU-will info thdr 4llinqacn6y.^--BoRKE^ 
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PREFACE. 



The following Report was presented to the Coun- 
cil upwards of six months ago, as the date im-* 
plies; the publication has, however, been delayed 
to the present time by unavoidable causes. It 
must be obvious that some occurrences will have 
taken place in the interval, which in some measure 
change the aspect of certain subjects adverted to 
in the Report : wherever these occurrences mate- 
rially affect the argument, it has been deemed 
most advisable to allude to them^in a short note 
without altering the original argument. This, as 
well as certain other deviations from form, with 
which the Council are conscious their Report is 
chai^eable, the candid and impartial Reader will 
forgive, on account of the peculiarity of their 



IV PREFACE. 

situation as distant Colonists singularly obno:!!' 
ious to misreipipi^t^itp.;! Apd i£ it be objected 
to the Report that it is too controversial for a 
paper of the kind, let it be remembered that the 
main object of thB' uiideirtaking is to counteract 
the mischietoud iti^pY^«8ibtl which has been made 
on the public mind by misrepresentation* 
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the O»nmf^t%f^of.tht (^ tigpoinied to inquire into 
tie condition of the Slavti, Sfc* S^c; and beif^ adopted 
fty the Board, was ordered to 6e published. 



BaBBABOES CoCNCIIrCHAMBXB, 

TlMMfay, Julif 22, 1828. 

Vovft Committee find that a party ia England, 
wko haTe been for a Icmi^ time the avowed miemies 
of the West Indies, have at length explicitly de- 
clared their detennination to bring abont a Revo- 
Intipn in Ae state of society in these Colonies; 
and that, in finrtherance of these views, they have^ 
by means of exaggeraution and misrepres^itationy 
exhibited a picture ** of the grossest injustice; of 
** the most heathenish irreligion and immorality; 
^< of the most unprecedented degradation, and un- 
^* relenting cruelty**' — in short, such a picture as 
nrast fill with horror and diseust " all who have 



♦ Wflberforce's Appeal. 
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*' any respect for justice^ m aay filings' of bu- 
^' manitj:" and this they ideclace id be la faithful 
picture of Weart; IncMan Slard^. . 

Calumny can only be repelled \ by facts. In 
order to give the stamp of authenticity to the 
facts on ^hich our defence must be founded, we 
4iave thought prorper. to obtain from His^fiaceel- 
iency the Governor, a €6ntmission authorizing us 
to examine on oath all such persons as we may 
have occsision to call before us. 

Having to contend against prejudices of no 
ordinary . force, and pv^udices which we freely 
confess are founded iA some of the best feelings 
xif our mture, we hAye been ivory cmcwispeat in 
the Aeleetion of the wituesnis^^liom yie have40«- 
^anined as to 'the treatment i^ndi tfionditicm nf; the 
Slaves. In a community >Gongtk«i6d ^as this is, 
at is impossible to iind many pei&Q&i^ do nm retsfibdt 
interested in the dssue^of tiie* ques^JaGa to^^wliKfa 
Aeor ezaminatioos refer, aad whoihttveihad ^^fp^ 
Anilities of nuking observations tNti ' tiie otatoi ^of 
i^SHavery. Some »ucb padrsons, however, we>li&ve 
■fortunately m^t wstb^^^^-^i^tlemfeo; in whoai tbe 
'common and natdral'daiffi to credit^ resulting 
from perfeot dislntereotodness^ is fortified by Attt 
refined and high-ton^d sense of honor which is 



|)eCQltar|^ the chorMtemtic of the professioB to 
^x^Woh tfa^ belong. : To obvkite^all sunpicion of 
collu$ioqi we beg to retaark, that ure )^aye been 

> 

direqted in the choice of these witnesses by a 
]regaar4 to the 4^cial situatioas which they fill, 
wi&o^t any re^caace to the private opinions of 
ii^dfvi4uals« By looking to the Appendix it viU 
fae,sef9ni that Sir BdflMmd Williams isCommandftnt 
of the Garrison, Lieut-Col. Berkeley the head of 
Ihe A4J utant-Generars departm^t, Lieut,-Col. 
Popham the head of the Qnarter-master's dqiart- 
meaU Dr* Tygart the chief of the Medical Staff, 
Major Cruttenden the Major of Brigade, and 
Capti S|mk attached to the Staff of the Gom- 
jiutnd^ of the Forces. 

Gertoin details, however, connected witii the 
domestic » economy of the Plantations, could only 
.iMfibtained from persons connected with property; 
bui,^ ia all ^ncfa;. cases, care h$i8 been taken to 
sel^t geaoftl^Aen whose estoUisbed reputation for 
tn^egiity places ibam s^^oi^ the suspicion of being 
sed^€«id in>mcthe ptrdijght path of ho^ot: aad 
trutJi, by considerations of sielf-interest 

Wet^re fnllyisensible of tbe disadvantages under 
^iNdiiofe we elites upon tins field of controversy. 
Imetorate r^ prajoilicesy interested views, blind 
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fapatiei9qa,^even ainiableiedings (abased by &li 
hood) are enlisted against us. The very imputa-* 
ikm 9ffWfii^ eapwi^ily^ the g«ilt 0f bate mid 
SQjE^H^t^Q^^^' eOT^m <th€j , p0«ty . aeciiMd with an 
^4Mtf% ^Aich linakes'^i^ea yktwmu 'minda ttKcon^ 
a9J^u8ly reluotaat $o>i^Aili<t>aitootiyiQiioB ^f iboo^ 
c^^cft ; , apiJ > *bQ»&; wJkpj i^^ .idQat in need : bi 
Cf^^^r aD4.^ij>4^^ig^9P%; ^r^#Are to obta» the 
^wo^est^^W«^ap^.pf;j^r ^Mtiishilniaiiiia^ 
ti^J Bui.tri^t|tiis'pamLp9Jl^l $!iiid will trinmpk^ 

,,.l^e^.(lQ Bpt st%nd f<«^ 4s j^ willing advocatea- 
of :§Jl^ve^y . jn tlie s^sjtraict; , for; altbouglt we know 
thatit i€[.aO|l; cqfp^fWi^ W JHyinc atfthoiity/ and 
hs^, i^per^ sap^on^ by the^ exmnpteiDf ail ages^ 
from t^^ remotest, perioda to wJbicb: history -seadieii^ 
dowB to the pfeaeat time;* yetittcamidt be ^etigHt' 
that a jsj^tem wbidi sub^tfe man to tfaeubMJhM^ 
poi^ep,of;hif^ fi^low-Bdaa If a xl9sii)abte state >of 
society. lOuroibjectHUi to ah^m^Hkefit Siatery^ does 
not jieiq^^rttF iwplfer ji^ob injjiioiiee, Maehyi tod 
moral4fi^^i9^i>tj j«ibai^A)eeb ascribed toi it *by 
oui; jW^m^ bud ttetthriiepwaentatians of West 
I»dteBq59«€a5l'J^hieli| Aa:7e^jbeen 1^ them, 

be^iry^oimcft tfgi)«Ml4aMe(t# Urn aiddid s*ate of 
^hwffit iiRjf ^iietilRtpy 1 Aa» a : .tanentwe conu 



MKTe be^ tliatiii^dji b^^Miftldlly ke^ in ttiiiltf, 
^Ofttfiiror 6aM'Mstfl[3(Wfthd)te8titnoDy'Of iiotibinr*- 
^te>Biieaindeiiwnd*«D(foif the^ «oI^fiti scrtictiMi idf 
;anioattt«MMMiiif of iiherikiiiMla*€»ited'we'«t^ buf 
Retelling .e^dnderedjtiiattik^ are de* 

Bvteriag their teitiMi(Wiy iiy ak6 prfes^e of a com^ 
nndtyvthorougU^ aciiutilnf#l Mfith all Ibe ftcite 
tAqvriiidi itrelfeff^ tdMppidM^ them capable noMt 
such circumstances of departing ftom thefhitil, 
wvudd be> to aMribtife to theni a degree of phK 
fligac^ and batefiheed' depravity irbich iti' rarely 
liMfc ^v>itfa. ' ISiimig^ the sense of 

sluiQie.is stnMig6]^^t0»thim ^&e kyre of virtue. 
Whtenns/ OQ'^1iie:^er tmndy the cli>arge of our 
adl^mk&eS' reateoii tfai& vague stateinents of ano- 
uprtwai twriteys,? ^ oip tiie w^ge j than quwtionable 
afiiestkka of JbteftMed perliras, Ijixxg under strong 
ten^MattioBHifo «ltr^^«efit ^tbb truth. ' This we 
pkf^^lMu«lva8(to^|tf»iG^ «nd 'We slMU also do a 
li^etnmrb^iwe'^hill A^m>^u Bcsimtff these^ij- 

cm0H lareimitsfaouMmbbiiMMi,' ^^^ ^t wcMhy 
offlibfix^dfidtnpfp.of^tfaeirabHb; ^Th^^ 
cTur laak nUds w^ tiDnM<ikMfigly Ibusgo; 'Wfetre 
itiudb indispaip^le ts^Mlr mndiMtidl^ httt fafow 
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often idbeft; ititeppen 4lk$A the. umooence of tbt 
acNrased, Cfm oaiy be establisked by exposiag^nd 
4iacfeditiiigitiie utitiiaBSM o# lh« accmser* 
r .'iB«£i)ir^^Mi^ {irooe^i^uitiieF^/tiieie are certaip 
.<)b0triicti<ms which the Goliath trf<mr advensatvw 
fcttfe jndiicioMly -tbrMrn. at; the Ywgr threakold; 
4KM6]iBii8t 'fitst h% ranoted^ >iQ order th»t trntil 
««y^ be let in. 

- ^ J(r«i WilbejdbfCQ no doubt calaakitod i^ry jmitly 
4i|iftt,ibii(||QottD08^ tefc^i fromtha Merdd rohuii^, 
Hviiiid have gieat effect in .gtrengthemog bis alls* 
amee^ There we many piooa pea^e w £q|^U»d» 
^ho»> iprhfttevei: doubts they Biay jMr^nonsly bare 
wtertakiodaboy.t'tbe fiinfiilaess of Slav^ryi would 
Q9ft£ift to> dmibt irhen they a«e taM that it ia 
foopmasiy ifalidaiiiiied by Sctiptam. . 

Now, really, among the many things ia Mr« 
IH^tlbeHaroe-s pamphlet which we havefionnd it 
diftouU to reconcile with tibat gsfttleiDasi'isi rapu^ 
tatien, this is not one of the least striking. That 
a person sa weU aeqnaiiiled with the Bible as 
Mr. Wilberferce ia said to be, should reaort to 
thtt Tolume for a motto ito a tract written in 
rtpipbatiattwof Slavery, seems te «ts not quite 
cotiMteatt wkb 'leaiMcnir «id ihir liealing. He 
most have known that the Scriptures abonnd 
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iHih texts clearly a^^aflable to the advocii^ ctf 
iSUbitery: the yery teiot he has cbMai byno^BMaK 
condemne Mch a sycitem as Mr. Wilbevforce and 
eoa^jutors have rqn-eaeiited Weat Ii^an Sla- 
very to be. 

. They all assert iBcideutaUy, and some ot tbem 
tiare wntteu books to pfafe,< ^at the expense 
which vre are at to paiotaia our Slaves grcatiy 
etcceeds nrhat would be the wages o£ labour, w«se 
jSlavery abolklied, > With what jcustice, th», ean 
it be said of "the West Indian SktveiOwate^ that 
** he tiseth his 0eif hbonr's jisr? ifce witfateit ws^e% 
'*'- and giv^h him not for his work/ • It saaltets 
not whether the ws^s be paid in moBef , or ii 
those things which mon^ y mu^tbe exdhan^ed for, 
as food, clothing, hons^, tnedical attettdances; 
&c. it is equally the rewncd of labour. 

In Leviticus, chs^.. xxv., there as the most' dis- 
tinct recognition of Slavery as a lawful state of 
society which words dan ^'xpress^^ — '^ Moreover 
-' of the children of ti^ie strasgers which do so- 
*' joum among you, of them shall ye buy, and of 
their* families which are with you, which they 
begat in your land: and they shall be your 
**' possession. And ye shall take them as an in*< 
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jbt^ritanttf, f9f yoy^ iqhil,di}en,after jw, io io^cdjt 
them for a po88^a|<>p;,thpj shall l?e yQui;-boiidr 

4 

men (or, evei:.*^ . ^ I^Jor i^. \tl^ cjearly ^anctfon|B|^ 
by the 4» vine i4^^hor of oyr Religion; wiVfe Samt 

k In St. P^v^f Ep^9^es jt^ejrp are many p^ssag^ 
indicating that he does not condemn Slavery as 
Jm]smflA---1l9ideCoTi^^ yiu 2t-24; and 

!i9e may learn from his affectionate Bpistle to 
Philemon (a Slave-i^wner), and from the terms in 
which he speaks of Qnesimus the Slave, that he 
did nol think ^ith t}ia modern Saints^ that 81a- 
Twy necessarily prpcluc^s a moral debasement of 

HajaBg drivott ip the ei^etmy's picqueta, we way 
j^ow advance. W? ha^gi, m the first iniita«f^, tp 
jdirect yoar attention to the aqne^ed e^wni^atipip/sf,^ 
Ttferrin^ t<> the treatnient of the f^avejs.^ ,Xw 
irill there find it proved, by the coDLcmTiBQt^tfjIfi^ 
mony of Sir Reynold Alleyne, Mr. Oark^ find 
Mr* Sharpe, that tl^ Slavesi on the Pl^tatipjo^ 

"- * As it win perhaps be said by otur antagonists, that Slaveiy 
irabo^stithfijaiuiittilsmasmiiekiiKMie uiiM aaA leftleoftf than 
West IndiaA Sl|ivery, we beg tojrefer to Hume's ?Issay on the 
populousness of Ancient Nations, for an amount of the Slavery 
-wift^tbtt'.Oiiiekirliftid^RMidiiti.^^ " ' '-' 
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ia^ T^utarly famished With si d^ly allb^knce of 
CBcid more thati stiffici^nt fbr mW jpiHat^u^kl o^es, 
Wliich enables them to ^aise, 4ith th^ sOjperfl^ity; 
^fi, poultry, &c.; t>y ihe' sale o^ which, ihtypM- 
vid^ themselves with cei'taih lu^uri^ ia dr^if, 
ai4 other little comforts whie^ ai'e not dfifordtd 
% the master. 

Thtese allowances iieteif Vary' titider tiny circiiiti* 
stances; and it is one striking {5e<^uliarity in tlilo 
condition of the Slslve, thatlbe i^ in a^r^t ttie^ 
sure exempt from the conting^incies of ind^meiit 

seasons, short crops, aM^bardty;f((:nr although 

'•1 . -X . . - • - , . _. , 

these causes dd sometimes oeca^ioh j^eatebibar* 
rassmentto the master, th^ 'sire hevfer deemed k 
tettfScieot jastiftcfttion foi Wftliii6£9k^ iordkiii^b- 
iqg the Allowances of ther Slaves, except in cases 
of Btich exti'eme exigency as very rarely occur 
•fev^ partially, and wheft feod really diunbi Bq 
Kad for inoney. 

' 'The raising of a sufficient crop of provisions, 
fcreitig cbn^dered a matter of primary importance 
in die economy of a plapta,tion, there i^sg^q^^ly 
di..»ii^Uis qiwmtity {ttodttcedk>in4bH9SAipatts?g^^ 
island wiikh are most favOyraKle'll^ the grpwtii 
of corn; and in periods ^(#CA]iQit]irf9th0afibagBi»- 
mulations becoming diffused by the h^ scarcity 



price, «re geberaliy found sofficieHt to rc^evethe 

, * 

<H«tnM^ Wlieli the ocarait;^ becomes gmenA^ 
it k Mmetimes foand necessary to assist tke 
cl#mei^ graoaries by nnpertation; and althoogh 
tHese criamities may exbanst the proceeds of ihe 
Sugar €rop; the Slave has' hitherto seldom M¥ 
any ill eonsequences from it Of this fact many 
oC Bs have had bitter experience during the two 
yeare* immediate) y preceding- the last. There was 
a^Mal failufeof crops in certain districts of the 
isbad fimn unfavorable seasons; nevertheless, the 
oiv«^ coiitrivied, by the aid of olber resources, or 
by ctedJt; to procure the usual supplies for his! 
Slaves^ '- 

Noi*4s the Slave less exempt from the hopeless 
sui^riligs inseparable from age, infirmity, and 
i^ickhess, among the labouring classes of free men j 
for as'Mt; Clarke has very properly expressed' it/ 
after enumerating the various allowances, com*- 
fofts, 8cc; which are afforded to the labouring 
Shives, he addfe, ^ all these allowances are ofcowst 
^ <x^linued to th* aged and iiifirin* until their 
" ^death;^ and'>it must be adknowledged ais onb 
of the redeeming privileges of Slavery, thait the 
pwr man doc^^not^^^ase 'to enjoy the momeiA Me^ 
MMs to labour. ■ ' ' *' ' 



Bray iwpily ia» a^ w a wi i forti dbdec^toy ^faniknat' 

oaninMd by «b^ t^timmy df thiite i^^hlj • m^* 
8{m^le aad re^larliir ednci^ed DMdmd mesy 
tbfd; in fflckness the Slay* is reocfrred tnteaw hi Bl o ^ 
tsooie well-arraaged faoBpital, <frbere b# iS' r^gu* 
larly attended by a medical practitioner^ and 
vbere all ttieneoessaries and coQiforte wlndi^ kis 
case nay requireare abundantly^upplisdi ihmrj^ 
Mianiber of this Boand knows that ^MN^tt^^ 
aintmal food, Madeira ^ine firom tbe-t mmie i^BJoma> 
cellar, in short every thing 'that tbepMctitiQiier 
n^jr think, proper to direct for hisi patieiit, tii* 
frwly given. Does the Slave require tiie iMte 
coitly aid of a physician, surgeon, or aceowslieutv 
tbe same person who would be emjpiofmA ^t/^ 
attep^ a member of the master's ftmily in a simi^ 
Itoi^iOase, is always called in; so tii«t it is realtor 
no ; exaggeration to say, that the Slave ai^yft 
many of the solid oomforts, and is OBly exc^Mhsd) 
finoiBQi lif&iuaaunessqf weadlth. ^ 
./#c^<^BelfiiHis Mrv Wilberfoffce^ in Al6<fei?vor«ei 
bfo ehthusiasm» '^ I wiU not coHdeac6Bd4ftiU9iie 
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*^ dMi qiiwiiim on'diegMMitii iited- 

«« ng, find clotHiog, iovd hM^h^» ^M inedScA at* 
*< laidttice. Arethese the 6nly daitnH? Ate fbeie 
^* the diief ^ml^ei^ of a; ratioeid litid imniOTtal 
'« beui^-^Atisurtdly not' Neif^Mb&Km (iiey are 
ii^ism, iitfirtkey are pri^)q(e8, 'which tlmse ta* 
nihani tbcy ai^ bMittMr freqaaoitiy d^md, 4{>pr8- 
cMte more highly, th&n the spetled child of 
Foftnne^ nUraed in the lap of Luxary^ canwdl: 
con^etfe. 

The hom^ tepies of food, raiment stud shditcTy- 
apfmo* sordid aad contemptible indeed, wheot 
compared with the brilUant themes of ciyil liberty, 
and tiie righte of man: "^bnt although they be not 
so well adapted to Hie phirpotes of declamation, 
iMkir so wd9 c&tcnlated to excite enthusiastic emo- 
tioM; we beleive they are fomid to be'iioi less 
indkipensaUe to the pnrposes of ^id hap^lroess ; 
add ''when yre 1idre intripped /r^e poverty %f the 
adrentitiouB ortiatfient with w^bich the etoquent 

dectaimei^bas itivesft^ it^ and c^e t6iie dkssled 

.< ■ 

by the Mse gloss with whi(^h h^ has ai-tftdly 
eoVerM its asperities, we shall ^jfind^ it'^allted to^ 
mndh wject i6il, great misery, and attll^ exter^* 
mal'^erils : of serritude. Who' ev^ wenf into a mt- 
nuftctory' of dlttaat^any diescnption in Eoglaiid, 



17 



-^tlv(HrtJNpft^^nw*r^f^f^>»#^««*yA|i»^^^ 



•>Z^ • * 



•«fifi^£%i»^«Blc»1fii *^o^WW<W!e^.*J«W* ** the 
JffPtaiflf(TiNfiRen^^bWJ*<»t-a» d^ of 

But, say our adversaries, " the SlaT^j|$<Ap)iject 
'" to .the brutal oiitr9fe.^f.t})e.c9rtnWillva,"i This 
is the chosen ti^effi^ o£,^qgs9rati9ii , ai^gunl our 
.caluniiuatop: npoD thi^itqpiq ,^q^F,,^^yOut- 
.,heroded Herod. }%,ifl iiecesafr; 4ifr^|ifyrf..tp go 
. into mDch detail u{K>n it. ■ ......;. ...,. . 

. . JR|r*,ClsMrkj^^hohas.agi«M)erjQ»ittl^l',pf^ves 

^^ ,<updfr his directions than any .other g^tl^^yi in 

. . ,^i^e Islmc^ declares on. oath, " t^hf^vtlu^d^jj^ is 

j/i. .aUipyred aino tipi^ to give more tb^fSfpcii^pes 

). ."p^^?*l,^n*' .If t^p^t^sti^»p^(jriyiri?l5r«W»*»act 

B 
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^' used upoBttiie EstatM^utider'hMi.cacef bnd that 
'^ ke believes it i» genemlly' lai4 ^afiide as an instru- 
*^ ment of punishmwt*'' . . . , . 

Mr. Sharp swears " that the^ driror is. not 
'f allowed to «iye more tbaa six stripes oft his 
** fjwn authority, and tibat the Negroes are encou- 
raged to complain against him af he abuses his 
power, and iii general they are very ready - to. 
do so: that the under white servants have very 
Mttle power, their business being to observe and 
report the ill«<:onduct of the.N^roes to the 
mapager, who if his conduct be not regulated 
by higher princif^Ies; is cheeked in the abuse 
*^ of his pow^r. by self-intetest, for the stras^ 
** voice of public oj^inion is against his usii^ 
*' tyrannical measures^ j^' /' The community io 
^' general/' he adds, *- look with detestation on.a 
^* man who has once obtained a cbasacter for 
severity, and if he be dependant on his pxoil^s^ 
sion, he is ruined, for he cannot get employ- 
** mesat Thei usual way," he says, *^ of inflicting 
punishment,^ is with rods or ft cat of fiv;e or si|i 
strands applied over the shoiulders, and the 
w<}men are never indecency exposed.'- 
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The PiaiiterB hImi have teea emmaoed^ have 
gi^en a very circutudtanlial aeeoHnt of the meaii» 
pursued for encouraging and promoting the in- 
eifeaseof the Slave- Populatmi* For particular 
information on this head, we therefore refer to 
the Appendix, btt we think it right to notice 
here, the general result of this syistem. 

By the second regiistry return, it is shewn tha^ 
the number of births exceeded the number of 
deaths by 1698. The books for the last regis- 
tration are not yet made tip, but from the increase 
which appears in the returns of the seren pa- 
rishes which have been comi^eted, there is rea- 
son to expect that the result of this registration 
will tiot be less gratifying than the last. Dr, 
Richards and Dr. Lacock swear, " that they 
*• never did have a patient under their care who 
" was suffering from the effects of seyepre punish* 

mehty and that as they visit the estates under 

their care daily, did such cases occur, they must 
*' tieclessarily have come under their notice*/' 
Where is the rfe^mblance between these de- 
scriptions on oath atad the loatfaoson^ pictures of 
Messrs. Wilberforoe, Macauley, and Co. That 
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there are " White Savages'' in this community 
as well as in all others, we do not pretefnd to 
deny ; and that cruel punishments are sometimes 
inflicted by these wretches, we admit. But do 
riot Buch acts of cruelty render the master in- 
famous in the estimation of the public ? Is he 
not stigmatised as a brute, and detested by all 
respectable men? ' ' ' 

The military gentlemen who have been ex- 
amined, all declare with one concurrent voice, 
that ** they firmly believe that a cruel Slave- 
" owner would be held in the same abhorrence in 

* * . , 

" this Island as he would be in England/' W® 
invite you particularly to remark in the Ap^en- 
diXy the decided peremptory tone in which all 
these gentlemen reply to the question on this sub- 
ject. They will be allowed to be impartial w,it- 
nesses. If they were capable of being influenced 
by sinister motives, it is obvious that they would 
find their account in taking the popular and 
fashionable side of the question* 

The Philanthropists will perhaps siiy,— ^" still 
we have reason to fear that the West Indian arid 

the European standard of humanity do riot ex- 

„< 

actly coincide, and that when we descend to par- 
icolarSy our opinibns as to what constitutes an 



act of cruelty, will be founfl to . d^lfTer widely.** 
To be more explicit then, your Committee mean 
distinctly to condemn as cruel, all punishments 
which occasion lacerations in any d^ee. Punish- 
ments may be improperly severe even without 
producing these effects, but it is Impossible accu- 
rately to define the boundary. However it is 
very well known to this Board, that it is almost 

exclusively for the purpose of checking vice or 

> , • • 

enforcing subordination, that these punishments 
are administered. Flo^ng for a deficient quan- 
tity of work so rarely takes place on a well re- 
gulated estate, that it scarcely deserves to be 
meDtioned. 

Yet it is asserted with a confidence calculated 
tp silence all doubt, that the drivers *^ are usually 
" the strongest and stoutest of the Negroes*," 
That is to say, the person capable of inflicting the 

heaviest blows. There is a degree of malignity 

^ ' ' • ' ' , ' • ' * 

in this reinark which can hardly be forgiven. 
JIappily It is the property of malice to defeat its 
own ends. This assertion carries contradicUon 
upon the face of it : the ofiice of Driver, which, 
as Mr. Sharp has said, would be more piroperiy 



* Wilberforce'9 Appeal. 
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denominated " Overseer of the Work," is one 
which requires sagacity, judgment, and thought 
beyond every other on a Plantation ; therefore, 
to select a man for this situation without reference 
to these qualities, and simply on account of his 
bodily strength, would be about as wise, as to 
choose a general to command, an army because 
he was a good swordsman. 
. There is no passage in this yei^y disingenuous 
production, which we think a man with just 
notions of honour would be inore ashamed to have 
written than thia- How desperate must be the 
the hate, that would seek to gratify its revenge at 
the expense of truth and common sense. 

We turn with pleasure froqi contemplating 
such a frame of mind as this, to exhibit the 
triumph of truth and honour over pr^udice and 
calumny. With feelings of honest pride * and 
self-gratulation, every good man in this com** 
munity will read the examination of the military 
officers taken before the Committee. ^ - ^ 

* Sir Edmund Willianois confesses that he came 

« ft 

to this Island with a mind deeply imbued with 
prejudices against our institutions; expecting no 
doubt to find every Master a tyrant, and every 
'"^ave the victim of oppression and wrong. What 
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zre his sentiments now that those prejudices have 
l^een chastened and corrected by personal obser- 
vation ? — That from the alacrity and vivacity ex- 
hibited in the deportment of the Slaves, '' he 
''.. ^hould really think them a happy race of people ; 
'* that generally speaking he firmly believes they 
" are better off than the poor in England ; that 
^^ he has been particularly struck with the kind 
'' and feeling majaner in which he has heard l^rge 
" ^ngs.of Negrpes salute th^ Master when he 
^' has visited them at their work, inquiring par- 
" ticularly after the rest of his family*." Does 
thi§ look like oppression and misery? 

Colonel Popham is equally strong in express- 
ing his entire approbation, of the treatment of the 
Slaves generally, as the result of eight year's ob- 
servatiop, during which period he has visited 
every part of the Island. He particularly notices 
^^ the great attention paid to the rearing of 
'' children, and the kindness and care which tiie 
'' old and infirm receive^" He sdso is of opinion 
that 'Viu f^ard to comforts, the Slaves in this 
'^ Colony are better off than the lower classes in 

La ■ 

'' England, having no care or thought for to- 
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*' monovf^teelirrg confident that all their ne- 
^' cessary wants and comforts will be provided 
*• for *" 

Colonel Berkeley has not had frequent -oppor- > 
tunities of observing the ocmdition of the Slavto 
on the'Plantations,:a)iiidit4n:only Bf^ak poeitiirely" 
of the treiUmefat'of the Kb^ioes on one fistatey 
where lie had seen Mbietbing of the interior 
detail; and of that Estate He deN^lares, that in his 
opinion, the system established was, as -fat as the 
presecratwm of discipline required, too lenient; 
and, he adds, that he has no^doubt the same sys* 
tem tety generally "prevails among the respect- 
able Olasses of Owners, f 

Mr/ Tygairt, Inspector of Hospitals, acknow- 
ledges "l^f^fi ^ he came to this country preposses* 
*' sed* tluEt^ ihe Negroes were vdry hanhly used, 
'' from what he had heard and read on the suIh 
^' jeiti hHt'he now iiilds that it is not so; and he 
'' he^if^f»ikn.% they are generally kindly treated ; 
'' that Ihey t:appfaf to him to be better off thaoi 
'' the 4ebmiring: people. are in his own country/^ 
(IreHiudi^ ; ^' that he has observed on several of 
^' th^iBstate^JtrhAehtlie :Mbs seen, that the Hosjh^ 
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'' tals are mfrf well conducted fw the caie of 
*' the^sMt.'^'i • 

Major Cruttenden says, that ** that he has been 
*' ten ytUB in iha Colony; that hid has- spent 
** weeks and months on oertaid Estates; that he 
'' has e^er observed the kind trMtment the Slates 
'' invariably receive, and the cheerfhlness with 
*' whidi they perform their (hity ; tiiat he never 
'' was witness to an iMSt of cruelty or oppression 
" diuibg the period he has been in the island.f " 

Captain Spiiik asserts, that *^ he has frequent 
'"opportunities of observing the general treat* 
- ' meat of the Staves, from whieh he is convinced 
** that great humanity and kindness is shewn to 
** the Slave PofMlationlif this Colony; thatdley 
'' are geaerrilydieerful' and happy, and appear 
'' to bo> .sensible of the great care tidcen of 
•• thei»i$" ' 

Uponthe sw^m testimony of these disinterested 
witnesma wfe rest our defence. To the assertions 
without' ^prbof, and opinions contrary to reason, 
of our calumniators, we oppose a mass of evi- 
dence, distinct, positive aiid consistent; obtained 
from ft number ci persons of diflbrent habits, dif- 

* Appendix D, < it Appendix E. tAppendSx F. 
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ferent pumuite. and io «oiiie ceipeoto of 4ifibmt 
interestB-Hall coiicurriag to prove thiit the Slaves 
m tbtia * Cokiay are treated with kindness and 
himianity; that they themselves are sensible of 
i^ and that they are, in consequence, cheer&l* 
lu^y and contented. 

.Nevertheless, exclaim the pseudo-philantbro- 
p9«ts, they ought not t0 be happy ! Their eheer-* 
iidness and contentment is the evidence of ibgix 
degmdation ! Ai^d we owe it to the sacred rigtvts 
of man to dispel the delusion by which these 
mistaken people are cheaAed' into happiness. 
Then omnes the ready^ "«appeAl to the iB^elings/' 
hf wih^oh. Jet it be rMaaiked, '^ such wretched 
^' .so^faasp^ asi jasult the )iiider$tandiD^" Bfe more 
fjrarqaiently mpportid ihan^exposed. A Slave and 
happy j — base, servile thought ! " What, ayiiU^ter 
*^ insensibility to the native feelings andmoflsl 
'"f dignity of man!" JBetter ten .thovusa^d^ Mipes 
that the victims of this delusion bc;. hurried J}|0 
anarchy and .bloodshed, than longer endure suph 
igqi(»iKiniotta happiness ! Ml ^bm. may » be ^ very 
fine, but we must be allowed to pronounce it very 
widted. 

When the professors of the rights of man en- 
deavour to arggu^ J^^jp^Ople of Engjapid out of 
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their feelings, and to pMBuade dum, that at 
#dl men are born with the same natural rights^ 
^nAardinatian necessMily implies uMrpation^ the 
attempt is denounced as wicked and seditious, 
and the philosophers are stigmatised as traitois; 
but when the same doctrines are applied to other 
oountries^ where the interests of even the teach- 
«rs themselves are not inv(4ved in the eonse<r 
fences of their doctrines, it becomiss sound 
Philosophy and pure Religion ^^ and the teacbeis 
are hailed as Saints. 

The National Convention were at least con- 
sistent, in decreeing the enfranchisement of ikt 
Slaves at Cayenne. They wished to impart to 
the Colonies the blessings of the same equalising 
principles which they deemed salutary at home^ 
and which they had actually adopted in their 
domestic government. 

This controversy furnishes many edifying ex- 
amples of the influence of self on the moral peri< 
Ceptions of men; which serve to shew how dif- 
ferently the same conduct is regarded when it 



* *' It is nothing to know on the express authority of Scrip* 
^< ture, that the lower classes instead of beii)^ an infejrior 
t' order in the creation, are even the preferatde objects of the 
" love of the Almighty."— WiLBE^roaCK. / '^ 
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is likely to affpct Qursely/Bs,: and wheii it cjan onljr 
f^ept t|i^ int^reist o^qther^, for whom we have n^ 
concern. One of the most conspicuous examplies 
of the kii)d is ajfTorded by Mr. Cropper, a quaker^ 
of Liverpool. This upright East India merchant 
has had the audacity formally to propose a plaa 
for the express purpose of ruining the West Indies, 
professedly as the most certain means of accom- 
plishing the object of his party. Now should my 

.* . * . * * 

unprincipled man have the hardihood to promul- 
gate a scheme avowedly for the purpose of ruin- 
ing any class of men in England^ who under the 
sanction and special encouragement of the govern^- 
ment and tjbe nation^ had fairly and honourably 
invested large capitals in a speculation which had. 
happened to get out of favour and fashion, would 
he not run some risk of being pelted by the mpi^ 
for his perfidy ? But Mr. Cropper's apology is, 
that he is largely engaged in the East India fre^. 
trade, whijch he finds unprofitable, an^ that his 
private interest would be essentially advanced by 
the desolation of the West India Colonies, which 
woi|ld give to the East India sugar-dealer (of 
whom he is one) the monopoly of th^ home 
market So this gentleman, with all his scruples^ 
has no hesitation in recommending a measure 
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whicH would ine\ita:bly bring hundreds of thou- 
sands of happy people to the most abject wretch- 
edb^s and despair, and may possibly light up a 
flame in the Colonies which shall only be extin- 
guished by the blood of every white person in 
them! — :But we trust that iHe pieople of Englanii 

: ....... 

are 'not to be led by those '* blind guides who 
*^ strain at a gnat and swallow a camel/^ 

Having now^ we trust, proved to the satisfac** 
tion of all vrho will diifier themselves to be con- 
i^inced, that " thie ph;^sical evils of our Colonial' 
*^ Slavery are*^ nlot ** criiel and odious;*' that on 
the contrary the physical wants of the Slaves are 
iiiore regulariy and moi*e abundantly provided 
iwj than the wants of th^ labouring class are o^ 
can possibly be in any country in the world where 
^i^erj^ does liot exist ; and also that the punish* 
ixi&m\ 'generally speakiiig, are as mild' and as 
raf^e a^ Is consistent with ^e preservation of ne- 
^'6i^sari^ discipfiiney an^^alwe have been taost 
di'uetly' slandered in this matter; we shall pro- 
ceed to another branch of the inqufry, on which 
^e r^et to s^y, we shall not have the sat&faction 
of exhibiting eo fatouriable a picture of the cbn- 
dilic>id6f the Negroes sis 'we IfevisJ rfone on^the 
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points dteafdy y!is(?us»^ed. ' We allude to the state' 
of Rfeligioii amang them. 

" It cannot be denied," says Mr; Wilberfonce, " 
** that the Slaves, more especially the great body 
of the field Negroes, are practically strangers 
to the multiplied blessings of the ChristiBB Re- 
ligion/* Candour compels us to acknowledge' 
that there is some foundation for this charge; 
but we are not prepared to admit that this con- 
fession justifies the virulent invective with which 
it is ushered in ; much less, that it justly subjects' 
us to the heavy pains and penalties denounced 
a^inst UB for the dereliction of duty implied* 
by it. 

That it is the duty of every man having a firm- 
fkith ih the Christian Dispensation, to endeavour 

by all the means in his power to impart the hopes 

» 

and comforts of that faith to all who stand in' 

need of his assistance, and to diffuse the light of 
^^ "' ' 

Revelation as widely as possible, cannot be de^ 

nied. But it is not less true that there is no im- 

pbrtent duty more generally neglected than this, 

and* that nihe hundred and ninety-nine Christlatis' 

ottt of *vfery thousand content ' themselves wil!h 

taking care of thleil- bwn isouls. 'That we are^ 
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peculiariy obnajs^ious to thiv refmBjpb^ and.l^t 
cou^idaring the relation of Mast^ und Sbfer |i 
luk^warumess and indifierenee about r^igknas 
ioaljructioQ is more calpable in us tiian in ordi« 
nary cases, we cannot deny and will not attempt 
to extenuate, i^ut that there is a deliberate op-> 
position to the efforts of pipus men, and that 
** the tide of popular feeling and practice, sets 
" strongly in every Colony against the religious 
" instruction of the Slayes," wei mcKPit) ppsi^y^ly 
and peremptorily assert to be f;^se« 

It is true tjjftt tli^edp^s ^pxist amwg.the 
I^lantejra » deep ii^^tftd* aiijd, ,we, throJk,,Ti;fH. 
founded prejudice against tbe sectariao MiaB)0Br 
aries. The relnc^ce ,to pa^/)p^ze .the ef^oKta of 
these persons is fpvnded ^¥pan. tw»>U8 seatonS. 
In die first place»' it is kao;wa by experi^ace, .diat 
the Scriptures have often beep perverted, to fit- 
▼op the views of men hostile to theiexis^ 
state of society in this country. 

The case of Mr. Tallboys ap j(ully, exemplifies 
thesf rem?irks, that we VQuld ,|:^nte;it at \mgt^ 
l^d itjiot been already before.th/? PMWlPr HM 
sufficient for our presfmt purpose, simply to 9tat9 
tfa^t it Fas reported t» General. Hisiop,, the Q^ 
vemor, that he was preaching Doctrines to the 
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BUkvea iirlii^' were faighiyiilflftniitialtorf and dad' 
getbm/ *flii$CK)ft^hi<^ )HpiAk raqtni^ Ibttud these 
rifrei^atkikth M/ PMf o^aSmed^ thiet^^e sub- 

jected him to tiertkhi l^irii^iotiti ; a remondtrance 
was made to Goferntnehl by the firlends of Mr. 
Tallboys, and the Gbverndf was called upon to 
Justify his conduct, which he did by sending home 
tile Petitions and communications upon which his 
conduct had be^n ft^itnded, and they were deemed 
quite satifirfactory by GoT^rnment. 

Religion was employed by the leaders of the 
'late €iM«^racy at Ghatleston^^in South Cardlina, as 
■k p&vmtial engkie to work upon the minds of the 
Siainea. ^Ilia'ebief "eDnspiratoi^, -it is said, *^ ren- 
«' delixl hiiMeif perftetl^ ^ftmilite l^ith all those 
*^ fAftii of the Scriptures wbieb helSiOiigfit he 
^ €OuW pewert to his purpose, tod 5 wodlrf*«adily 
"-quote them to prove rtia* Slai^j^wto ^bWkrary 
<^ «6 <he laws of God; that ShivAi^ ^ei*^^fei)und 
*• toiattempt their efnandpatStin I^MreVi^t^^ock- 
*« iti^ le^ bldddf miglif be^theeobi^qa^c^^, and 
^ tiiat^ucht^ts M^uld^ to 

'' ^ AIiiiiglfey,^tit werb tibi^il«eSy etjiMed and 

* We do at! m&ut to insiniiate Uiat the leader of Uni^ eoa* 
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'' their ^acfi^i((pre^lf}t^ in t^e S.qry>t^^|vr His 
. '/ .&i^ori^le^ iv:l»w h^ ji^<k;?^sQ(i^i8 ^iimccolour 

'^ chap. iyi-2U ^^^ui all his conversatioss he 
** ideolified their sitbation with that of the Israel- 
" ites.*" The knowledge of these things must 
naturally warn us to beware of the persons to 
whom we confide the religious education of oui^ 
Negroes: and it is well known, that the Methodist 

Preachers have not always beeii remarkable for 

.; discretion in then* instructions. 

.: But independently erf political considettttiotTis, 

if it be intended to inculcajte a Religion which 

addresses itself to the linderstcindiog as wel) as to 

the heart, it cannot be supposed that teachets 

, [ w;ho. dwell almost exclu^vdy upon the mysteries 

i r. and the deauiiciations of Religion, are the fittest 

. *££ Iq insl^uct ignoranti unenligfatened Heathens: Thslt 

on i^^K^M!^ tl^gs hard to be understood m Chfis- 

^ tii^ity,^^ jdG^ost oj-thodox bfeliever ediiiits: but 

^ . these, «urely^ are po^ the dp^trin^ most likely to 

ot intere? t.ttie c^Fi^^itKif^- Q%F*ff*^ thp ^^ings of 

v.: P««»ftW»^ IkJIm?^.^ »ot been 

much ex€lrcised by thought, and whose morals 

* Ori^nal RefaB$jAfk^m9»ktQkm^9t0m^ 

C 



34 

have notbeen much.disc^ptigcd l^yjr^sjt^int;. and 
there isreas.onitp ^ppreh^en^d .^t ifaie^ijkji; iUghts 
qf enthusiasm, (in which th^^e pjr6«ichef9 top, often 
indulge) are more likely ^ tao^akqft^e J>Ie9rQes 
consider Religion ^a liughear^ than a'aource: joi 
oomfort and hopQ. , , 

There iftyet another consideration • whicl} in- 
duces the Planter ito decline all intercourse, with 
this class of men. They we the $3t^teinatic ca-^ 
lumniators of the West Indian Societies, and no 
wise man will cherish a serpent in his bosonu. 

Upon this topip we fin^ it necessary to expa- 
tiate at ^oipe Jength.. ... - 

We hav^r said v-a^; th^, cpmme^cement of this 
Report, tha^r^n oiir owndi^^i^^, yfe^ shall be pon- 
st]faii]^d.|p«djsQredit th^, wit,nes^es<pf our accusers^ 
amongst^ wbgpd are ^ow;n ^ bei th^^ IV^thodist 

Missiona?4ps„,^4 this WPS* bf> :9Vf applqgy for 
what follows* , 

In apa(nph][ef pntitljed A Defence qf the We^- 
lejfon 3!ffithodists\ Missions in, the West luffi^s^ 
we find the fpUov^ing^jM^ss^e,— ♦,', Where. m>f^- 

" sefluti^ l^mh^v^ exiptfi*!? ^^^y'' 0P?WJI?\Si *® 
MeaM>^istp);/^h^ye ^Jteii. l?Qea.jiftfMil&ed,)gr llfobs 
" (chiefly of whites or those under the^r, imme- 

'' diate <x>ntrQl) and injnany e^^es w|thoiiji|;;b^ing 
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'*" abfl^ to obtain redress from tJhe Colonial Ma- 
'^^^Ifetracjr. In Barfcadoes ih6 ohly rddress which 
^' could bfe' obtained in casfe of » riot and an at- 
tempt fo ptili dotdn the Chapel, was an observa- 
tion from a Magistrate, i\iki the offence Was 
committed against Almighty God, and therefore 
" he could take no Cognizance of it." 

The following is an extract from the records of 
the Court at which the case above alluded to was 
tried, certified by the derk of the Court. 

*' Wi'lliam Brooks and John Gibson were ar- 
raigned upon an indictment found against tnem 
for a misdemeanor^ which said Indictment set 
* forth and charged, that James WhitWorth on 
'^ th€i eleventh day of February in the fifty-third 
** year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord George 
*f the Third of the United Kingdom of Gfreat Bri- 
*** tkin and Ireland King, etc., ahd long before, 
*• was and now is a teacher or preaiSier of the 

'^ Gospel to a Congregatioh of Protestants called 

* - 

'^ Methodists, who asseiiible and meet in and for 
*f i-eligious worships in d; certain house called and 
"' known by tdfe name of th^ Methodisf Chapel, 
"in feritlg^e T«W«,'fc* the parfsh of Saiht Michael, 
**' anid ti^land^ aforesaid. And further, that s^fter- 
^aW^t^Htf ^^ M^A^^iaid ^l^enth day of 

c 2 ^ 
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" Febraary, in the said fifty-third yeaf of the 
" reign of our said Lord the King, about the hour 
'' of seven in the afternoon of the same day, a 
'• Congregatiion of Protestants called Methodists, 

• > 

" of which the said James Whitworth was the 

' i ' « ' 

** teacher or preacher, were assembled for the 

• * « 

" worship and service of Almlighty God in the 

r 

» ' ■• 

*' House or Chapel aforesaid, and that one Wil- 
** liam Brooks, late of the Parish of Saint Michael 
'^ and Island aforesaid, yeoman, and one John 

» * 

" Gibson, late of the same Parish and Island 
" aforesaid, yeoman, not regarding the laws of 
*' this realm, afterwards, to wit, on the same 
'' eleventh day of February, in the said fifty-third 
" ye,ar of the reign of our said Lord the King, 
'' with force and ai;ms at tlie Parish aforesaid^.in 
'' the Island aforesaid, willingly and of purpose, 
*' malijciously and contemptuously did come Ynfo 

'' the saidCjoogretgation^mid distm^b ^n^diaqMiiet, 

*' the same Congregation daring th« time'oF 

" divine semce, Ijy .tUe^,,»# tl^^r^ Jteikjng rad 

'* iaiigfaing with a loud^oice^ eiMl tdsoby taUutigt 

*' with a loud ^voicie to the said Jameii WhitWoflhl' 

" th« said JriiMS WbUwoi^theibMid l>h9ig«,b§H1g^ 
" in tb^ pur|fl|; 'tWe dbolA irt#!&lifid''Mtee«ttg^' 
" ^ouse and place called th^ Methodist Chapel 
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** where the said Cougre&fation were so assembled 
^' npt being then locked, barred or bolted, to the 
** example of auathers in the like cases offendine:, 
" ai^d .a^^in^t ^he peace of our said Lord the 
" King, his cro\yn and dignity. To which In- 
^^ dictment the said Brooks and Gibson pleaded 
" Guilty. ThQ Reverend James Whitworth, the 
" ]^rosecutor| ?vas then s^yorn, and related the 
** circumstances of the ca^e, and after addressing 
^^ the Court, recommended that the mildest pu- 
^' nishment should be inflicted on the said defend- 

» 

" ants.. The Court thenH)rdered the said William 
** Brooks and John Gibson to pay a fine of five 
** pounds, each, and be discharged." 

jPprfjfied per Robt. B. Clarke, 

Clk. Coron. et Pacis. 



, », » • • 



f t. 



This case needs rio comment.* 

f .^fl^feeliogl of ^p pioiirtiication, we faaTQ now to allude 
io a disgraceful transaction which has occurred since this Re- 
pott Wks drawii iip. ' We liOiud^ Ibr Xhe ck&tmotion of the 
fll^ho^f Chu^l. ly^Q l^^e)^ knowledge that we consider 
the conduct. of Mr. Shrewsbury, the resident Missionary, in 
giving stich a false and <jalaninfous representation of the state 
pf Swtky l^ej-a. ^hfyrt9¥fp^% ia|i4;we <|o.iwt ftmk that bad 
wer^eea hi» Report earlier, we should have friven him the 
praise which is bestowed upon mm in our Report, vve are 
wUM^.'^tilsfc^ 14 fiiiMtfi^ ^dife? AUt^ip^ ioiftW d^mpeottted 

occurrences in Demerara were calculated to nare, m heighten- 
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It is too notorkMns in flhis cotmtry that we have 
not always fouDd < these preachers of/fhe GkNspel 
men of such pure liyes a&d /correct motals, aa 
those who take upon themsehes the office of» 
public censors ought in 'reason and coosidtency 
to be. : » 

Of Mr. Cooper, the Missionary, we know nOr 
thing personally — we do not know to what denor 
minatton of Christians he belongs. Nor do we 
know more of his writings than what can be ga«? 
thercd from the Edinburgh Review and Sir Ror 
bert Wilson's speech. These extracts, however, 
exhibit abundant internal evidence that the author 
is not above the mean vice of '^ bearing false wit- 
" ness s^ainst his^ neighbour.^' .The scene of the 
chamber candle and young woman he may pes/ 
sibly have acted a part in; such a thing may 
have happened; hvX^ to hold up aisolifory /in- 
stance, or even a few rare cases as instar omnium^ 
a.specimea of the depravity of a^ whole. com^ 
munity/ ' indicates ' a fhuae df mindwliich is deV 
tested and abborred amooig • SlavaHOwoerSj, wkatt 

iug the prejudices and inflaming the passions of the populace 
against bH sectaribn Mi^sioitarieB* Nevertheless we oem never 
cease to condemn^ in .the moi^t imqualified manner, such an 
putrageoas violation of all law and order, and deplore it as a 
lasting stigma upon the Colony. ' ' * ' ' 
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ev^ may be thought of » it ' io - mwe enlightened 
soeietieg. 'Who hasnoti iieard of the infamous 
t)rgiefir^cdebr4ted' by ipcrson«'bf no m^an rank tn 
Eibgland. But is 'it: to be tinferred from a few 
isolated fticts of thii^ kind that the English ai^ a 
people iodt to all sense of decency, and sunk in 
proiffigacy and vice? / 

As- to his ajsMrtion that he never saw a Slave 
whose back was noit marked by the lash of the 
wbip» if he means >. to insinuate that most Slaves 
are so marked, it would be nothing less than a 
vile fabrication if applied to tliis Colony, and we 
have no reasoin to suppose that there is more 
humanity among us than among onr neighbours. 
Surely it is not upon the authority of siich men 
as these, that the character of large communities 
is to be consigned to execration and infamy. 

>Wedo' not mean to follow the bad example of 
our; adversaries and stigmatize any body of men 
for die • €]fimes of individuals. We know tiiat 
there are amo^g the Methodist Clergy in England 
men of ' distinguishisd piety, exemplary virtue, 
and great learning. And no 'doubt there have 
been scmie good metf among the M^hodist Mis*- 
sioriaries' 1^h6 have visited the West Indies. The 
Missionary now resident in this. Island, Mr. 
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tlemgp df cnhii^tdd md^istaiidipg taod corirct : 
mortis. . But eKeif ^^Ochtpe^^wHtWp^^oiM Bay, 

that they,4ncc^ntPoi^M/MbjQ^Ui^h<>iwi!ite upcm thie ^ 
state pf society, ja the .W^tf Jodies^ lie binder a-, 
strong temptalioo to micileaKJi tbepublic^ 

Aa overweening solicitude, aboiit the appro- 
batioBi of the public is* the ,iitiiii^sal and natural 
yiceoCaiithorsbip. . It is n<Mi ta.be woad^ed at» 
that he who writes a book should . endeavour to 
fall in witln the taste and prejudices oif the peoj^e 
by whfm be expects his book to be read- The 
P^PpAiitti^ioOv of tbi3 reinark to all puUications on : 
AVeeit Iqd^a subjects is obvious*. Tl>e Popish plot 
ws^\peyeF..i^ betl;er stalkit^ horse than Negro 
Sl»Wy i^ a=t th^ present day. The arrantest noni- 
sense^, wdtlen in. a style of tjbe most bloatad^iust- / 
tiaui^sb^tU.be abundantly. read and praised, jpn>* 
Tided 4ttN^ duly /seasoned with abuse of the West 
Jndia^ys.. \^^ii^p-tone^.\Qmtnt over the miseries 
of the; ^l^^ycbi f^ <9 lofty deolamatioa on ithe 4;yraiiny . ( 
of the Mast^r^ sb^U ba a .sufficient pasisporfc evto 
for sncb ^ bopk.ias iDloctpr. Pinnkard'^si Noteaofi . 

the Wett J^diti^ h\'\ 

Besides, ; tbj& 9^\t\(mof\ literary fame, there 
is another* gns^YJ^g ^psi«e: which would, urge an 
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au tkodr to take • tlie WHbttfopeekw «idei f •i^ 'the 
questioQ, namely^^the^ilelriira 4yfHplakie/' It<ui>^ 
very geoeraVoiikiioti ill *ttiriWeit I»diei; that Mr. 
WilbfeWbrce'ft ptftty; Of'^hiit'^d' called the SoM^kts, 
have considerable > mflttentf'e >]hl the disposal of 
places, Domine^tions t^ Cotnmim&n9^ and iso ibrth, 
especially in the Colbtiksi and whether thk 
opioion be irell f4mtided joh^ not, the beliidf 4hait it 
'18 so/ will be ^ snffieieAt to ddtermnief the hubgty 
candidate'for fiivotir. / ^ » ^ 

. Of ooun^ we do^ not m^ah to charge the Me- 
thodists with being the only vilifiers of the West 
Indie^.^ A great deal bf the information abotit 
the state of society here, wlrich ci^rtaitf gentletnien 
so Mbefally impart ^to the British public, is ob- 
tainied: from persons actoally employed by tbe^ 
African' Institution* as spies among us. ^ The wor^ 
thhiesis of thetagmts will be inferred from^ th& 
dignity ofi the employment. •* Byiheir works ye 
shall know them." A sellutary lesson we bad ' 
hopedi witSDead< ta the credulous Philanthropists 
of ''Bngtan^'-by *the case^' of the ' King* 'terms 
ffaichafxl^ for ' & Jibel i against i ceitain gentlemen 
of the Island of Antigua. . The African Insti- 
tution if erynatu^Iy'refhsed to >^t% up>the name 
jof theii: •eorrespondent, feding conTinced that 
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p^^^jrfim^y^ in. fdirty work* must bereffe^ 

dejrtakf^ i t^ . i WbercKth^ile im Mi gtory )there tiiicmlii 
be iiopiiiiity^ Howeviei; wd.belidve it is very weH 
knOM^U ill the Wes^ liuiidst whoitibnifigentleBaaa 
Wjus. A oertaili^.fiedBQti.sOf/vaio.icrf his ckssieal 
a(f qatcemeote, i libat : he r t i/roiild . dvea thrust his 
Griieek upon us; iii the ofeiRfifiApers in this Island. 
Tbfe' &py then was a scholar, fromiiirhich we are 
to ialer that howerer -' efogant learning nsiy 
■softai the manners" it -ddei^ not purify die heart 
>iBut to iretarn from t the! digvessioiiL into whi^h 
thp^fimbieet of M^thcdist Missionaries, haa led us. 
WeijM^ tx> refer tb the examinatkm of the Bev. 
JMxv Hind^» who is iiow>priticipal c^>Cadrington 
Oollege, .for a (refutation ) of the :cbaige thai ike 
Mastera oppose .the? religtous : mstrubtion of tH^ 
Sla^es^ This gentlemaa is the first Qergynmn tot 
the ealabiistydd Church, who has been employ^ 
as'ti Missieoaafyinfthis Colony^ . .^ wn n^ ^ ^ 

Mr. Hifa^S'Says that '^ he made inanyfapplica- 
'' tioos'to.theiparbp^ietors and<oyari^eevs of^estates 
'' >jGb]> liberty te instruct their iSIai^es* in >R^i^n, 
^^ ta(Ddv«rithoi»i any <e:sceptionia}l tiiatajiplicsitions 
'^wierebfivronrably Mt^ived^ alidiiln^ sevei^al in- 
^^ sAlmass 'great 'teal' s^d' earaestneSs w^s mani- 
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^' festlsd in the cause in wbich be was 'engaged. 
'* That be ha$) known the proprvetoir himi^^ read ' 
'' ^MEWfers, and explain' the <Seri{itUres 'to his 
** Slaves." He concludes a most clear and satis-^ ' 
factory- examifi^ioii withthik temikk. *' In short, 
^* iram the inqnirtes^whiofa I made,' as* ^ell as 
*^ from my own obs^rlvations, 'the impression teft 
'^ npon my mind is, tl^at the general sense of die - 
^^ proprietors is in fevoul' of the religious instrac-^ 
^* tioD of the N^;roes, whenever undertaken by 
- ' minist^s of the Church of England." 

This testimony is sufficiently favourable as to 
tbe^Uingness of the owners of estates to have > 
their Slaves instructed in 'Religimi. A higher' 
{M^se than this wemusticonfess wedo not mbrit. 
However, the foUo^hlng extract from a pamphle£-' 
published in * <his island i^ome years ago; ' wiQ 
serve I to shew that there are other persons in the 
Qoloniqs who have a conoem far ' Religion, be^ 
sides " a few Missionaries" It ivas written by 
a- proprietor^; at that time resident in BaoVado^s, 
addressed to the peaple of Baarbsidoes, and its 
circidattite confined to Barbadoes^ so that it can- 
not be said of this tract, a&^ it/ia generally said 
* 

wbenlever a liberal sentimart isldxpresaed, or a 
liberal measure proposed 'm the 'West Indies^ that 
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*' as apolitical measure to avert the iotorfereDce 

• I •HI* I 111" ii'// •imiM'i 'ii " ••■ 'I''' '! '■' •••«•><< /■III 

'' of the mothjer-country in the mapageinent of. the 
"Sla^ves." . . . 

** But. let US not forge^t that, l^^re is another 
" cl^ss of society which, claims our regard, on 
'^ better srouQds than as fellow citizens, by a still 
" closer connexion aa our. Slaves, Jfext to the 
^.natural tie between the parent and his offsp^in^^ . 
^' is that which binds the Mqister to his Slave. 

"As to the responsibility attached to the$e . 

* ' ' . * •• 

" relations, the difference is still less between the 

jT,.' f* ^ ' ' 4 11,., .»♦. . ' ' x »r:' 

" parent and the master, ,\i we are bound by a 
" law pf God, implanted in our hearts to. protect 
'.' aad cheri.'i our off^rin^, we are .!«, bound by 
"the principles j0l[ Justice and jgratitude (whjch, 
" though in an inferior sense, may be considered 
" laws of nature)^ to protect and cheri/sh^ ^iiosie 
";^hq serye and^ obey us, aijd cop tribute post 

. Z A • ** ' » t . ■» 

** essentially tp . the cpmfort of our liviPs^, If we , . 
" are responsible for the performance of our . 

"" ' '. • » ' ^ '" 

" several duties as parents towards our offspring, , 

' ' ' I ' * A 

" because they are in our power and., depen|lent 
" on us, we are also responsible for the perform-* 
" ,ance of our duties as master on the very same 
"principle. . ' , . 
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^*' I would forbear ds mucii as is' consisieni with 
** my present purpose, to inquire wnetner tne m- 
*^ stitution of Slavery is sanctioned by the law ot 
** God or not : — whether it is consonant with the 
*' principles of Christianity, or justifiable oh the 
** plea of necessity :— -such" ah inquiry may lead 
^^ to a discussion no less uhseaisohable than inju- 
** <}icious. Unseasonable, because the abolition 
^ of Slavery under existing circumstances would 
** be the subversion of this and every other neigh- 
^^ bouring community, and because these remarks 
" are founded on the presumption that Slavery 
** is admitted ; it would be injudicious, because 
'^ such discussions are sometimes productive of 

' It*- ' 

" mischievous eflTects, and have a tendency* to 

■ ' « • » . ' • * s ' / t 

"defeat the very purpose which 1 am' anxious to 
" promote. 

■ > ' ' . • • • i 

" Not that 1 would be deterred from expressing 



•*• 'Ml iin- • • I '. ' ". J V ■ • . •' ''V 



*Vmy sentiments if I conceited it my duty to do 
" so, or if r thought ffiat lit wbuld answer any 
" good purpose. But it can never be a duty to 
" ffelax' the 6'6nds of society,' oi* to propagate the 
" doctrine of resistance to lawful authority. 

'*^ It would answer any but a good purpose, to 
" endanger the peace ana security of one part of 
^' the community, by sowing the seeds ot sfeditiott 
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^ cbuM^'byiiproA^kitK^itig' tfae> fVeiedbiii- of diith a 
'* ^ nmnbe^ oP my ifellbw kjretttUres,' pfroiwunee '^em 
'I' at tke sMiJie titaie • dviffzed nhd^ ' happy, 1 '^biild 
f^idaiso with alt iny hemft, and tti(hout a moniei^t's 
i^ihiesitatioii: > -This te wbat^v^ry ftimd of hlima- 
i^. aity miist wish, but it WMt be the vtotk of time, 
K and niQsrt be 'aecomplished^ by better mei^bs than 
l^^^bumaiY wkdofn can deTise, so as to rtoder jus- 
^^itice to one without taking it from the' other. 
» 1** Since then we cannot thus establish ' their 
^ ifisaedom, we.shouid do* all in our power to 'pro- 
•'^ i]|0tei;beir bappiness,-^— we should endeavour to 
!^ clvUiise thisin,<^to make them' Christians, ifhis 
e I)tiHnk «Arould bii the prdpet begihhing of a 
? wot k, caloalated nltitiiately to place th^ in 
^* that state of enlightened civil liberty, to'^hich 
<* thO'Sbpiieine Bmng seehis to adtancfe kll his 

cceafores by various means, and' byalmoslfim- 
\ perceptible gradations. Some thioristS^'have 
^S . doubled • whether Gdn ' bas destined'' alf his 
^ crtntores !to be^ free, fe^t riotoe whc^ are gufdttd 

l^ hisFrevesd«d%o«t> <5andofubt, th!athe^irin6th 
^> attute^ t«^ eifiliafed^^and 'h£ippy,^^oK'ftiit' tfiey 
** should * be converted and live.', Thisi ia^^work 
'^ in. which we may dare to beh^^rtimentftl ; ' it is 
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** tiif'Yery i¥Oirk which. our, Lord bf^s.giyeii>vp U> 

**^ duty of. ^ ,tu|p^ster; ,We ncm«t aU^w^ fJml ^tlie 
Te8paEi8i|iHtity««lf'a./]Bwt€^ is^ such as^a^iBaaof 

^ r^ft^tiDg laiiHl doi^ { not ml%u%\j^ undertake ; 
J^tif 3fireha|>ieJt iQ/a.^n power to luakeso Many 
of our fellow icraaitures: miserable^ we also hs^e 
/^ it in. our power, on a ^ great measure^* to make 

^ tlieiu happy. In thowpreigent state of tbingSy 
,,^^ i^ny mauipay recoucile it to bis conscience to 

/ be a Master of .S]|iye% ^t long las her jijerionns/ 
the duties ofone^rrrtas long as heicotisideisi hift 

^^>SlaTes as his.f^^low citizens /and. friidnds, to 

'\ whom he is bound by tbd closfrt ties^and hj 

. f^ d^e »stroage$t obligations ; and aboi^e all^ ii he 

", make their slavery, the means of their conver- 
, j*| s^ou ; , the road to a more exalted state of 

ini ?;Kistenc^ in this worlds and to eyerlanttiBg hs^ 
.,^*.,pin^ss in that which is to come*.'* 
A(\ T^S(B w^re: ,th^ sentiments of a residient: pro* 
{jPf^iejtpr, ^ It is not ou,f intention taflattet our 

5y9l^ry,ip[^i]i^ or ito. i deceive, others^ therefore we 

,c;^nflt^4q[uifc , this, ^flbj^ r wjlho»t f conlesdin^ 4l][at 

' " • ' • , , . . . ■.•■■' 

^•***^ReiaarKd on tanous subjects leoniMctcd with the Cbnrdk 



€i 



^A 



48 

the wotk of cwversioii in sis yet fiercely b^un* ; 
and that the attemptp to, wroe off tfeis ^tigpa frcmi 
the chai:act^ of th^ cpimtoy have hitherto bejgn 

only partial t- ., - - ^ . -. 

. We are aware that thii ^t^nfession will 4i^ 
down iwon us a torrent ,of obloquy froni our^id- 
TeipaiieB. We heg leave, hQwever, to mak^D^^e 
ejcception here in favour of ^hat candid, impartial, 
and liberal journal, the Edinbwrgh Review^ We 
will do the gentlemen y^ conduct that Review 
the justice to declare our firm . conviction, . that 
though it should be proved .that there is a total 
destitution of religious instruction among the 
Slaves, this journal would never, on that account^ 
have recommended, as they have done, that our 
throats should be cut by our Slaves. The Uberol 

* Appendix, G and H. , " 

' t By tli« delay which has eiccurred in the publieation<>f this 
B^port, yre are now enabled to speak ia a much more 8^^isl§|f- 
tory manner on this important subject. An Association has 
recently been formed for promoting the religious iustmction ^f 
the Slaves, which comprehends .a vtoy Iai9epnq>0rtt0iiiof^(l|e 
propjrietofs and overseers of . the Island; and from the j^ 
which is manifested in the cause, and the progress thaf Has 
alreacfy been made in the undcrrtaldng, it wouWtiBeein 0S61**' ike 

'* fulness of the Grentii^isi iM>w£<we.'Jv^t4bf «aiQi^ ^tivae, 
we do not think it consistent with candour to suppress any 
tUiqr that 'we said upon the subjectrsix mcmtlMr agoraamrimA 
was tme at that time. 
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*■ . , 

jomMmlH We havie iio; dod>t tbiit is the y^ky 

acme of lilMriK^9 Wng a ifi^ht il^Ve ih6 reaoh 
of ordinary mibdis. Pemsedt plutot hbs Coloiues 
<|tte de deroger uii setil instant h, lios ^HQcq3eJS, 

was the sentitn^ibt of Robcfapi^rf c. f SaU^ /u^, o^^. ^ ' 

Mr. Wilberiforce, i& te Justly sayiS, has . dwett 

With " so much pertinacity* m the maitfiage of 

the SkiTeSy that your €omtnittee feel themselves 

called upon to make a few remarks on that topic, 

although really after reading what Mr. Wilber- 

force has written about it it is difficult tb ooii- 

template the subject with the sedate, composed 

feelings, which as a religious institution it, ought 

to be regarded. Can this gentleman be seridtis 

in. what he has written about the marriag^ of 

Slaves? Can he really mean to recommend that 

^' destitute of all sense of religion and it^fcoridgibly 

/itiilliCfftfiaiis^'' w bp (however iitu«]fitlyXb«» inpre^ 

-W^VfA fhetn to foe, they should b0:fot*ced to eoii- 

Jjr|gt tl^e,^olaiin obligat^^^^ of watrimQijjj, wder 

sdioawfiii^Mfctaotirof i^m^ddtessed to be««^^? 

"Coes he think that there is any mystical chanti 

M thftl .Mimj^i<ii^tiQ9 «f ^<)«d#:<whijcbr tomm ^^ 
ffttial df the inarriage cereihoiiy, that shall in an 
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iMm, Whose reason MtRUywc^rtied^iif ^fh te oirdL i ^ 
entfmMafitnvxsoniiiferfti^ iIMtii- 

ftAlcHJntig se«lif9ett|i^ u|^ iirtM<lK/M?- Wflbeifonie 
00 toiidly cms s^iq^; ."^^/J^bal it 19 eunece^i^ 
and ev^ improper (p ei^^ the cel^bniiOB €»f 
ABy riiligious lites among th^ ISIam in order h> 
saribtify ocmtf^^ts^ ^ tbe liUhful perfoftonwce cif 
iMrliiQb^,'eortld be bj0k^<J for oply, by a regular imr 

To pn)AM>t^4M%^9^Rr09;^^ in these inaportaJtt 
^i<f(|t^ J^y I^H raHaml ^i pi^ctiijable in^atis, 

.every J^esp^titble manfio thi» ee9im;ai4^y '^'^^M 
their n^tiv^eofflBtaryj ^^fije ||^iSfc%?9rtj?f B^jv^lfge 

J". 

the privil^e of their colour. A more e^fectuafl 
vray of giving tbepii^ distaste ^for Christianity, 



oau 



•4 

«0idiHiot4mdtfatttdcvitad^4ha»ift till Ifaom m libe 

l»«he ^firiekds <a thi^nBhitidi ttrlflapt #om»|f>ad 
atttiK^«y,'«iai1iMtf» «iJk»ie<^iO[fttlieir'afudMK mm 
have bb«ii' safllf tt^(i«l$^'aAd:-«liMlU}r ate '\»f 

ti^'is noidaased anioag tife csnHkiM y^c^Xiki trjr 
ft6 Hbtckd i« moat trne^ ¥ttt « <«icAali0D oMC, 
ereri in a wotitiiii net' <!onk««ti0il ftf a husband fe 
▼i^effby fhfe i4«R^u{e of dife gting i«4k^it% 4€»> 
Incited, and in wotneil' ^O'^fe'ntvveif^ tnttjt' of 
fid&Hty 18 considei^d disgrflc€fftil. As^ we 'div ttdt 
^ish to defflte our pages by quoting Ih^'MiMllPk^^ 
Of the^ler. Mr. CJooper and the iRftii6itf§^ Re* 
tieiv ixi^vt thisf subject; we must refer 4btthei# 
refutation to the annexed examtnat^ilii^l 

If i^'nbw'time to' dlreclt'ydur atteiMkm io the 
g^te'bf Ihd taws fdi- "^6 goveiniMiQivt Mrd jiroi 
f ^i6h off ^(fab filf^es. *7bi» tapfkf'liafi Wm itniuki 
a finite souft;^ tff obloiqtfy land abtiM agtUti^t us; 
Otir'^idiis''^ttfi&, in *fit^MA'cOttiplktf6e(Wfth 'tb^ 
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\. ■.] . c • . ! ■'. 3 •■ I ,• i ', » :<, , ■. ■■ . 

divine command, to visit the siofi.of.theifatbers 

>- . 

upon the chiUjireiii are not content to jreprqach 
lis with the existing defects of oar criminfilcode, 
but 4caU up ii^^ judgmient against us, laws passed 

in the in&ncy of the Colony, which have ei.11ier 

^ ' ' • 

been ^rtoally repealed .by change of maaAers 

-» ..fc.' •»•«,. 

and circumstaocesy or e|:pre8sly repealed by sub- 
sequent enactments. ** In t](ie earlier laws of our 
Colonies/' says Mr. Wilberforce, " the .opini9ns 
of the legislature are. expressed in the language 
** of insult, and in characters of blood. And too 
'' many of .these laws stjill. remain unrepealed to 
'' permit the belief that the sapie pdious spirit 
of l^slation no logger exists, or to relieve the 
injured objectsi of them froQi their degrading; 

a 

** influence." 

. Your Committee feeling themselves uj^jsqu^^ to 
the task of \dndicating the conduct of the , Co- 
lony in this particular, by r^asop pr, argun^nit, 
have endeavoured to^ discover whetJiier wiser and 

' » . I •-• 

. ^ , . V l « -•» •» k^ * . . * * \ ^1 . i 

better people h^ve upt also iqcuiT'^d the g^lt im- 

plied in this heavy charge, and if the folly an^ 

V- -•-- ■'"i ''*.<» ,' ." 

cruelty of old and obsolete. law§ are to be taken 

. ' :? ^ ,. ... .c ^ . . ^. ,-: ■•» •■' ■ -»' ' ■ ■- ■ ■ ■•!> ^ t 

as evidence of t}ie ignpft^ce or depravity of the 
present generation i The following remarks will 
perhaps hav^ sdme influence in mitigating the 
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eeteiritj of the sentoice to be passed upon as poor 

OOlODlStS. 

An' eloquent modera writer thus ekpresse^s 
fiimself upon the penal code df England. 

*^ It seems k strahgi^ncqngro^ that the offence 
** of counterfeiting' foreiga com,' legitimated by 
^^ Proclamati6n, shotild worlr a corruption of 

** bloody wliidi IssaviBdliy special proviso in thfe 

• ■ . _.,,-,,..*-.■»• , ... . . ... 

" offence of counterfeiting the current coin of thte 
'^ kingdom'. Again, it is a clergyable felony by 
"bur law' to destroy or damage the bridges of 
" Brentford or Blackfriars, but it is death'' to 
^ commit the same' offence on' the bridges of 
** London, Westminster, or Putney. There is 
^^ a similar unaccountable distihctioh between 
^* prison-breakers convicted of perjury, or coiri- 
*• mitied for entering black-lead mines with in- 
** tehi to steal, and siich as are convicted of, or 
^^ committed for, any other offence' within Clergy. 
^^ God forbid that I should insinuate a necessity 
" to drag all this variety of discordant instances 
^^ to th^ same bloody line of uniformity ! Their 
^ cruelty appears to me equal to their incon- 
^^ slstency ; and it would not, perhaps, b^ dif- 
" ficult to prove their folly equal to their cruelty ." 
" Persons,^ he adds,," carrying subjects out 
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** 6t Che £k^«ita ^oiunHes; df^iHg tilaci; ttttfl 
" for proteciioD f Jailers' fording prison^ 



^^ come apfirdtehr; hmmntf tant^tieteMg to pre* 
" vent the sfotiifes Self t^kfb^r^rfi/i jwirv^yow m 
^ cert^d cas^, though t)ttrteyatK56 is abothfaed, 
^^ are flll^ cajiital' ofFebders/ -The altentfotts in 
M oin^ government hav^ i'endered th^ paTticfiT^ 
" provisions ioisJXj 'fn^eotjve, hhi there are 
^^ other obbo1«te! kiitnte^ ^htd) exfet, the po»r 
ff stfale iiifilnimentd of mischief in the hfctid of 
♦< tyriwrny*." '- 

Uiider tiiede nutherocis inat^n^^ of allsord und 
cruel stftfute^ ire may Irope tirBen^en onr idditr- 
qtunefi, but, at th^ some iin^ -WtrhRy agree with 
the ^ame learned 'authi)t,-tb«^ ^ t>l|8olt^ eitd' «se- 
« less stattttes should ^repeaJiwi,' for they- ^Mrf- 
'^^ liiate the adfliority of $iicb m etill i^aatli^abd 
are necessary. Negfect dn this poin^ )k "Wol 
coi^pared by lord Bacoa t(>'th$ tertrtUt^^ 'of 
" liiezeiitiu^ trho left tk^Iivnif tbl»9^itAfift'«ie 
"'^las'ofthedeadL"- '. ^4q 

statiite faoDk ^hich diagrace <li^ attd-ttltbo'agh 
maiiyojf'i^ehi bavebettif€peile«, iiit^*Ua<y indeed 
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qpmt »• nWArJt^^el^ ?^ b%;P9^ 0^ the I,egislat«re,. 
*p4,*«?«S«4 a. Tef 3f F^ulfj^r^ljle poigt. of at^cK tQ 
t|ie malice of oar enefpies. 

This fitbjeet li^turall^ i:^^Is tp onr rec^i^^r 
tioDfu^adfirefs nd^de to tbc; Leigislai^ui^ ip 19^8,. 
>yr; <wr. 1%^, hi^Uy^ e%te«n^ ^overpor, LpjnJ, 
QqPiiiefmjr^,. TkeK^ia f strijk^,5{g[ivci4enc9 ojf 

.|*^^ ^f<«|t^.,.^tal8P9.oiit»ins %yery feyourable 

J«f8f Wt ^<l?^;y» w^b. m^ea it,,pecttjiarly 

9ip|jllcal>le. to. t^i^ preseAt jpi(ii;|;(Oi|f). ^Vfe shall, 

. tiWW&rfif JlWl^^.Wh Wrts«y.„%, e;Ktracting thp 

^' Merest of this Is^apd, induces me to pr^ss 
" \H^n yoiur -attQnkigi|>ot))i(tj^«fHNolidaliop of youK 
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^^ Slave laws, and the aDolitioh 'of those clauses 
" which nave long ceasea to 'Be enforced, irbilst 
*^ their being retained among your statutes has 
^' had^no other effect than 'to enable those op-: 
" poseaib the present system of Obtonial policy 
" to degrade ihe Wesft rhicliiEin proprietOnS vL the 
• * eyes of their r^uropean countrymen. 
" " Durring niy visits to the other West Iiidia 
^* Islands as Commander of the Forces, I have 
*^ taken great pains personally to' inform my^df 
respecting the actual treatment of Slaves : and' 



it 

'' it was with the most sincere pleasure and gra- 



tification that I observed, almost liniviersally, 
" the greatest attention paid by Planters to the 
" domestic comforts and proper regulation of the 
" labours of their Slaves; but in no Colony which 
" I have visited, do I conceive the regulations for 
" the feeding of the Negroes so v«^ell laid down 
'^ and acted upon as in this Isliand, owing to tlie 
^* judicious plan which has been adopted here m 
** raising provisions ifor them, instead of 5epeiidt&g 
*Von foreign siipplies; and the excellent system 
^HbPf /giving^ thenr daily dressed meals iu a4dj,t¥)n 
lr&&erati(^'o^raw1bod. ^ ^^^^ ^ ^^ '' 
* ** Undeqr-ihese: circuijdfttapcjp^ . ?md^ fully: a^fffio 
« t^kf It iS^ifiirSh^fotfs WSB abd «&i^^^^^ 
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. '* w«U-jo«ftaifig mfaabitents o( tbia Colony, tkat 
i '* j^e 1^(^11^ »l|o^ld be |n umson with the practice 
,'^<)if,the cpqntrjr, I feel ^onvvioed it will meet 
/I y(fUf ▼iew9 to hafe thcM^e clsoises repealed which, 
*' althpirgh becpme nearly obsolete^ midit at any* 
.** time screen from the jus^ rigour of the law, 
'^ perjsons guilty of crimeis at which humanity. 
**, would diudder." ^ ^ 

..Confident in th^ inte^ty of his m|nd and. the 
uprightness of hi^ conduct, Lord Combermere 
.feared no reproach, and dared to vindicate a much 
injured and calumniated class of men. He never, 
thought wheiher by expressing his decided appro- 
batioa of the conduct of the Planters, he was 

r . -* " " / * , ^* 

liMy. tp provoke the hostility of a powerful party 
in j^gland-r-he thought only of doing justice^. - 
yiTe must fill acknowledge the propriety of his 

I^oixbhip's remarks on our Slave code, and al- ' 

... , , , • / ■ ■" /-. • 

though .some of the obnoxious clauses have been 
since, repealed^, much yet remains to be, done: 
other enWin^nts for giving more effectual protec- 

* The character of this hol)temain catmot fail togivegr^al 
weight to kifi testkiiifiiy,>.W6 coulid' not. tber^fpr^ d^ny ourselves 
the benefit of it; hut, at the same tioie, we have reason to 
believe that the Governors oi this Colony liave beeii our 
fnends-viftdee^ Ihere- ii • lE^^ii^ i^^tmd >tt) ti aspect ^t even 
Xord tSei^th'8 4^pat9bes haxe b^ .iinvorthily. gabled 



m 

tilt ]ilm im m§ikm^w^M^ Sm ^/il^iriiMeibof 

m 

f^mwn >p mrtpmt< fii«l»P8| «iiMb(slw^ft]N»t<Mi|M of 

pqUfasiri^^: liiiiLiipi^MitffL i)«9M«atii tin the 
, ' .df^tliiifl^^ye 4I9P n(><MM^«^(lb h«» t^ndoib mom to 
imfm:}^9^mmMtmJI»n i^m hiiim pnite«ii«m.ftf 

n ,4106 floiUMlilf, \^ liBQOAi %»tifHter;«tf ^tH- 
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'' &mf; luMtt we feeei^ Mrfli^ il e»twi be 
f' Mpeeted ^f^dibttM i^vt^d^^t^^ - '^Ali^'D* ftetttw 
is ?eF]r bad t«i»Miiflg, ^IM« #« nlli^tkMi^^idiew 
|i what vamto i*a]^Hft» 1!^^ entfUiiiiMlB 4eit 
feat the very object fli^ ^r^Ms *U> bate ht riew; 
As <fae firsf ate]^ Wan^ds mlitrfdkig ^ibcCieial 
pmtMAotk to the Slk^c^ it imuld i|ppeM te be 
ipfgUy expediani to i^mi bim the benefit of ^i# 
4MtiHiony» under oertatn eireomelanoeB m4 eebt- 
|eet to oOTtaiti restriotioiis. This we admit it a^wAh 
^^eet beset with numbevlesi difficultiet». It w9l 
lequif e the utmost oircutUBfeeCion and judgftfent 
40 guwrd ihe ptifilegti Ia sueh a way as lo i^iresft 
it from becoAii^ a seeuirge to the fiommtmity, 
jmd a dangeious trap to those for whose benefit 
it had been conferred. All who are conversant 
With the Negro character, know firom experience 
that there 16' no moral obli^afioti so little inspected 
by these people astrulh; Honesty isi>y no meana 
^ Mrd tiriu^i, jNiMieiilai^y4ih^4M3 domestic servahta; 
biit an ieiuict attentiott td Vemcify is scarcely* erer 
4n«t t^ilh, «!if<dh>iiMofl^^'wbMliie«t<bfaiii^da83; 
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and peilii^ it may belaid down as sL 
ttrbad icile, thai truth is only respected by people 
among who'll the pSoihf oT tionbur is recognized. 
With tlie cnid'e and imperfect notions of religion 
which the Negroes uhforltinately at present pos- 
s^s/it IS impossible to aid the moral sense by the 
sanction 6f an oath *.' V ^ ^ v - 

Anil although the Slates of this Colony are a 
mild/ tractable set of people^ by no means ad* 
dicfed to violent resentments, and, generally speak* 
ing,' love and respect the Master more than any 
other man in the world, yet when it is considered 
that the occasions upon which they will be chiefly 
called upon to exercfse the privilege in question^ 

w ill be occasions when revengeful feelings must 

• ... ' ""* *" '. ' 

have been excited, it will b6 allowed to expose 

them to a fearful trial of integrity. These are^ 



V .^ V ■ » 



' * A dnrions scene oocurred a few years ago at the Court af 
OMad 8e88kiA9> wUch nmy 1ve^4o illustrate- the %lfy^ aA^* 
■ninisterixig the rite of baptijiox to ignorant pwswst i^itboi^ 
fpllowing it up with a course of religious instructioii. An 
Afriemt seedier appeared at thelbat of the cotot a^ a iHtn^iss, 
«R^ %!«S W^ if >e.had >eej^ «^ii|tfQfidi He pqoilfedl iq the* 
affirmative. The next question was, " Do you believe in Ihifc 
LoKl>1**' ' A wilii And Vacant stare denoted that this Christian 
did iiot,4x^fl^«H«ipiBliMdJtU^itAl^ tli«iqiMtiaiti i«««4s: 
accordingly repeated — " Do you believe in the Lobd ? *' " Yel;^ 
ohi.^alrJBW^oid^Bfli^MraM*-!^^^ it o:^^ • . { ^: ' ^ * * 

. .. - •:"7t'i:4 L'J^.). ^v <.r'i •/ . .jj> s'^ :•'■ ^' ' ' 
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weighty ccpsideration^ ; nevf;rtb{(e^^sp^ if U>halt 
appear that thB insMliiu8|0ihility of IJ^^o widcnet 
against a, white man must sometimes '' cover th^ 
'^ most gQtlty. with im||umtv/' do we^t cl^^ 
the.mi&or eviLby greoitillg^ a pri>4l^^which t)|l>ii|^ 
peculiarly liable to abuse, te^nifi alql^st' iiijdis- 
pensible to the ends of jugt^ce s(ad httmfubity. , 

It must be thq busjtiess of the X^islator to 
impose every posi^ible checl^ which wjbdom %nd 
experieqce shall poiot o^t, . agaiust .the abtuNe of 
this most questionable privilege/ It.shmild t># 
restricted exclusively to; matters in which th^^er*'^ 

* ' ^ . 

soual security of the Slave is concerned^ ^fid 
wheu other evidence cannot foe obtained. Neit^w 
justice nor humanity require that the testunony 
of a Slave should be received in questions be* 
t ween free-men. Considering the almost irresist- 
i)>le influence of the Master over his Slave, it is 
obvi{Nai¥iho9^.pP!JV«rliil ail €^^ jud 

wrong Slave4estimohy; would become under the 

Control ,;0f ja^^:^ After all^ 

tiiis^ it^wifst^be^oiifais^ js^the Goi^^ittn kMt ^ 

Colomal legUWtaon,. an^^ feel puriielves 

itt :.: r.J f. -^ ,i •... ,' I till.*';'!* •'»».. ..!»/♦{..' ,J«..l> >^i • r N. » . 

pMparpd^doigivifeiaodMidedii^^ . 

. « Since the {ireseiitation <tf llUsi-RiyBi^iacdeiVnt^ JiAb 
been leoeiTed in liiis Colony froni Lord Balhwrsli^ whieh^ 



m 

6ttiMr<(iriftir<0l«r4lfitoK>'- !'u/<'-i .. .u- ^ 

•i A«.;«br.4toonii^lf .bi^bMtf til* Cbw^tM«ltiH> or 

liiglntliMtetiMiiLOtliir^rMtiscftioBi on #i«Miist«f»'l 



s. * y ' 



re* 



of tlie Slaves, contains some very enlight^od sugg^stion|.r« 
fative to~ttiriidii^sd6n 'fe^1Siavfe Tfestimony j i^iflf the Council, 

disentangling this GonJ^n knot, can now^v^i^jl^J^ e^presi 
witb gre«|#r eoilfiidleiife iheir^'K illingness to extendi iSiis prTvi** 
""ege to the Slaves, iMider4lie restrictions thefe proposed. 



seen u «li» SiMi^'tMfli'^iM i0iteiai|i>#ft^ 

punkufaments to the lowest po«iaietifaiiiiitf>ilUtt 
is cbi6patibl& \fHfa ^fiidipliti^TiffgftnsHlMnifMiiMi. 
Itt tins eoMntry'ferj^rdwIdrlnMniiMs -ttt^^'fimail 

jp<met^ to'f eallttfe-ticmititnBfHBMEf safad^ariAm«c^ 
liow0V€£ mitt !iM>dBlMaie«totfci^«faciB*i ifc iltiiK wii^ll 

iDg tile haiiil»0fauthol4ty too fMi, lire do^not 
19MBII tM b««tt»*»fN!k3W!fafty ^"^ 

o1im :i>r8m'ee''#"mi!«^^#to 



may serai beet (»lciikted to^nmbtothe kwppi- 
BMi iii' tfaeSlaM^'wit^ost eodmgmbg^hB peace 

. Hk\ml^ ke edioiited itbat ure bMe now said 
eMil^ ^ ^tte aeteal 'coiuiilictt of the Slave^ asid 
4ft ilMi oe^aet aad J^^Uags >ef die Maetar^ td 
'cueTuiM eirery ponon cafudbteof beii^ Qoa^inced, 
dkbat thfi pfaargwirf ''gross Id justice aad tmveknt- 
'' ing cruelty" are founded on exaggeratseu^and 
itisirtflrtflaient -We^^steaU therefore qmt tfais' part 

/^Mreufa|wl3(iJ^fai#rm«ibk^ Afi^i^SiNy'' «aylt 

itB^J9f^ix^i0{ ^Mttd ^ &eir sir^ei«^t€9 ^' are 

i«t teitr«Ah^aseld4ni^vclMi|^lil# w^ iidehir 
iousness, distinguished for th^ddttestSc aff^ 
^^' <im8/ ifftd^cdptiMe^m-tiiliies df heteic t€tk of 
'' flottg&animity." So much for sati^ life! Credit 
jyi<sr«5 /ij^^ went further 
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• • • 

that our eiinnm(^^e/infaBreiite4>t<^^^^ 
^he hooest»people^of !£iiglted to 'Aeuiioft «ii{niii- 
«ipled act of spolisHioii/ tiie^ most oiitri^eoQtt vio^ 
ifttianof the sacred, ri^hfc itfrprop«(gr;* and tiie 
iBOSt cfegracefiiil lupeaidt of mtional Mth) that 
was erer proposed to daxy Ghristian-pao^-ra dia 
tee of the earth; V 

^ Harnig efiectvliUy^ we hl>p^^ cleared ^mj^ ^ 
.thick cloud of falseho6d by wbK^ thia|Mnt|r^atvife 
BftiftiUy ccmtrifed to obscure die OMtfalfiaiCteiOf 
Hie British people, ^9mAy»ixptitt^iitikty^mVL 
^e prepaid to cotitempkble the ri^Sfef iL'5M^c«t 
liP^ian with ^ same feelmgs; and' lippncialib 
j^n^^n b^y tlie, same steidard, hf wbich' dMy^mould 
JfMg^^f the rights: of Mkf other clMi^ His 

^'s.subijeeta. •" * ' 

or^gifi^ «£ tbfrSlftire^tnaf^ id iftToiftd in 



* When it suits tfcfe jwyMe <^ th^.party^ Ai^^ »»<^W^ 
sented' as " tteepei in barbarity," and we are told that " a 
«0«t4iteir A^/t^ itt(«« iiiiiMbijattUMllMi4d/tfa]i6 i4 «tidi 

*^ be imagined. Europe might be Tebarbahied before Africa 
^^^ could civilize herself/' 

E 
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poM t#8ketir^i4|mt Ihd^ri^^'tiri^fC^^ Negroes 
has-been macttoned by,vandii9]»i!tB df ParlMmaBft 
atid ovdoffi in Cotmcfft. W« sbttU only aUtid6 to 
the three Mhm'mg Stftt«rte9!--^De ^ tbemcoiiferB 
the ngbtfi o£ fei Siiitsh slib|fect m a fi^e^ner 
sMtled"iii' the We^tjndtes tor a- given ^uniber of 
years; another invites petsand to lend their money 
on the security of Slaves^ and stUows a- higfaier 
rflte of ibtqpest than that which id permitted to be 

# * • • 

taken by law in Great Britain; and a thi!fd affords 
the efeditor an easy inode of recovering his debts 
on holds and slaves in the Colonies^ 

Indeed ai one period- of onr history, the African 
l^ve^trade wa» in suoh high favour in the natioil, 
thsit it: was i^cially honoured by Rdyal Patroft^^ 
9gai The Dttlie of Yorfc, at that time Heii*^appa* 
tea^ and srfterwards 'Kibg James II.; thought 
hiHisdf not disgi'aoed by being placed at the head 
of an Association which wast foraifed >fo!r the yfttif* 
pose of promoting that trade. . In Jamaica royal 
grants of land were made only to such persons as 
tr»6 possessed of SlaVte. ■"' ' 

Is it to be wondered ajt, tben^ that seduced by. 
aueh high exataple, and encoumaged.by the appro* 
bation of public opinion, some bol4 e;iterprisM:ig 



0T 
ftpirits sbbttkl he tmB^ ^7 ^ prpa]ii«Ct.4»f Jbdh 

€k>)QBMSi «h} .iifi^waitjlfdly connect ,th^s«lfe» 
with.a<s]f«tew-wlu4;h all the voe14 jkhien 9p]»oi^eil 
o^ o«t b«ifi^ able to divwe ihvt. at aqme f«|ti«Fe 
time a change 9if Qpjv^ was. tq^take pl;ic^ which 

theu tboyght fair and JbKinqur^hkyjapd that thejF 
or their posterity were to b04h.ftdeva|e4 vicUfM 
of this change of apinion^. ImkiBd we a? e pot 
ca^ed upoa to pspve, that whatever may be ^he 
turpitude of ^Iftvery isithe tuvpitude of dMnrtion« 
Our bitterest enemies admit it» althoiigb tiiey 
de^re that w.e alone should be the sai^^ifioe to 
expiate, the guilt« Mr, Wilbei^Gprce calbr ^ it 9 
** Nafional crimdC agaim he say^ " tibe pmi^ei^ 
*' Sugland are .qaUed upon to do justice to tho 
*' descendants of die Africans, whom we (the 
^' natipn) have ottuselves wrongfoUy planted m 
<* the. western hemisphere.*" In the Liverpool 

* As oup enemies will pervert to our disadvantage every 
form of expression at all ambiguous, we think it necessary to 
make a formal confession of faith on the ISlave* trade. We are 
confident in saying, that this traffic is now regarded with the 
same feelings here as if rs In England'; and it ough*t to be 
recorfed, to the qrQ4it of this Cplpiiy, t^^t at 9 vet^ ^a?ly 
stage of the discission which led to the abolition, our Agent in 
Englahd receivedP instructions not to oppose the measure. ' 
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declaration,^ ilie folio wiAg; fk^a^i' occiltsr *^Thft 
'* iim^ is yk'^i^in Wnf^moi'y of J^r&kms ^cff 
^ far aidvanced m life, Wlietf this trsiffic WaB not 
'^'only considered aUdWal)!e, but was sanctioned 
^•^ by the voice of^the coinmnhityi 'atfd iearried on 
'^ under public encOui^ei&^t'anal^slatiTe ftu- 
**■ fl»ority> Agaii, at pi^tf 7--^ this Society 
'^disavow, in the most e^i^iiiit' manner; all idea 
^ of attaching to ilie" Colonial proprietors any 

^^ moral inipntotidn fufthet than sttch as attaches 

...... 

'^ also to the nation a^t krge^ wfaichhas sanctioned 



** and encouraged a system of Slavery in its fo-»- 
^ reign possessions,*** 

^ Notwithstanding these dear admissronet that H 
property in N^roes Was fairly ' acquired bnder 
the sanction of law and ptfblic opinioh, iand that; 
oonse^uently, British merchants, taught' to cohfidd 
^* in the mysterious virtue of wax and parchmifeiit,** 
likye been induced to lend tiiehr moA^y on tli^ 
j^enrily of this species of propierty, it is 6ow 

* As this is the first time we bate bad odeMiotH to leftc t^ 
Ibis Ulde tjeaQtt we niiu^V.ta^. tb^ opportii^y to a^owl^^ 
the g;entlemaiily language ip which it is written, so different 
from the W abuse amd scu];ril!ty with whi(» we are aecnstinned 
to be treated, particularly hj Messrs. Wilberforce, Macauley, 
Croppy and Co,^ We do not r^w^ one opprobious epithet 
in It 



■ 

iiP^se4 vi%^^^^ to 

qlasa, qJ .^SH^^j^ q(^ theyc lawful jB-ojperty^.aQdjjt 
{Oi^ce^Q r<edu<;e jthousapds of faithful. citizen9 from 

xoip|S»i;t wd. afitn^osf. tQ ,9»is<?r3S and vrant 

The learped^pwjtessors of the lights of map 
iPC^rd pr^r4>tion^. ROj; ^ a title jto h#r all cjbin 

setup J^wst c^d.p»8?^i^,^.|^fit .%xJpok Oft 
4)i*eacr(ptioii..a^ \t^^. a-^r^ig^nst ^epqssessor 
pr proj^iietor. They JJold inw^oriaj pipssessiQa 
to, be m nipre tb;^ '* jst lopg ppn};inued ^nd there- 
?* fore 9n JtgpriLvajt^ iiy^stic^*". These are. the 
mild and reason^blp mea8i]]:es T^bich alone are 
s^ckDOMrledeed to be Justin pi;mciple and pa;acti- 
fffilj eJSfectvial to thoir purpose. Of pompepsatioa 
not one word is said;, that would endanger the 
{K>^pu|arity,pf thacause, inasj^uch as compensar- 
tion i]];ipUe|s ta^ii^pqu 

, It, is difficult Xo fiijid language to charjacteyize 
the .prpfligafcy.aiMl total de@titutipn of priQciple 
implied in this atrocious atteippt The rights of 
; fffop^ty ar^^a.e<^g6(;^teid^ in tbe opi^u^isand 
feelings of the n^ibii, that we dhouM suppose the 
intentionis and <K)i]^d)^toit^ pn?X.to 
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be represented in theii' true colours, to be Tisited 
by the execration and detestation of every honest 
man in tfie British dominions. 

Mr. Justice Blackstone's notions upon the 
subject of property, will exhibit the schemes of 
our adversaries in a proper point of view : ^* The 
•* third absolute right inherent in every English- 
** man is that of property, which consists in the 
** free use, enjoyment and disposal of all his ac- 
•'''quisitions, without any control or diminuticm, 
** save only by the laws of the land. The original 
" of private property is probably founded in 
*' nature, as will be more ftiUy shewn in the sei- 

*^ cond book of the ensuing Commentai-ied, but 

» • , • « 

'* certainly the modifications undier which ^e at 

' ... 

** present find it, the method of conserving it 
** in the present owner, and of translating it froin 
" man to man are entirely derived from society, 
^* and are some of those civil advantages, in ex- 
" change fbr which every individual has resigned 
** a part of his natural liberty. The laws of 
" England are therefore, in point of honour and 

justice, extremely v^atchful in ascertaining and 

protecting this right." 

** So great, moreover," he adds, ** is the regard 
'* of the law for private property, that it will not 
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^ authorise Ibe least jfpl^lwi pf iitf.iiQ JdPt^en 

'' If a uew road, far w^taojce^ weije to be made 
^^ dirottgh tbe grottOids of a private person, it 
^^ Jiiight, perhaps, be extensively beneficial to the 
^^ public ; but the law permits no man, or set of 
^ mesi^ to do this without consent of the owner 
^^ of the land. In vain may it be urged, that the 
^ ^Od of tl)e individual ought to yield to the 
^^ good of the community: for it wojuld be dasQ^ 
^^ gerous to allaw any private man, or even any 
^^ public tribunal, to he the judge of this conir 
*^ moxk good, and to decide whether it be exper 
*^ diefit or not. Besides, the public ^od is iu 
^\ nothing more essentially mterested than in th» 
" projection of ev(afy individual's private righted 
^V Its modelled by the municipal law. In this and 
^' itoiilar caa^8, the legislature alone can, aod in- 
" deed frequently does, interpose and compel the 
^' individual to acquiesce. But how does it in- 
'^ terpose asid' compel .'^ J^ot by absolutely strip* 
^' ping the subject of his property in an arbitrary 
'< wanner, but by giving him a fuU indemnifica^ 
*^ tion 9nd equivalent for the injury ^ut^tained. 
The public is now considered as ai| individual 
treating wi4li an individuai for an exchange. 
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'' ^U d^t t)ie l^;ii^tuFe doet i^^o obbse^thie 
'' owner to alieo^ta his pws699iQW fw a remuL* 
*' $Lble price; aa4. 9^^'^$<Immi i«^ftD eoumtkni of 
'' power ^hichlh^ lqs^|atqr$|rind«)g6s witii eami^' 
^* tUm, and \vhidi QOtblitgrJP'iit th^l^slabire (^ 
1' perform-*'^ . . ^ 

These are prkic^{i|46 fottaded in reason an^ 
equity, not peculiarly adapl^ to local circum-^ 
stances or particular times, but s^ universal and 
immutable as truth and justice^ They form the 
very basis of civil association; and the slightest 
Eolation of these elementary principles^ committed 
in ^the remotest comer of the Sritish Empire, can- 
not fail to give ^ rude, shock to the whole fabric 
of civil rights;. or> as itiias been well said by an 
eminent st^ti^sman on a difii^reot occasion, *^ In 
f' eijfidct we snffer as much at hoqie by this loo^eii^ 

^< ing pf^aU tie^, andthi8concusaioi^of.4»ti4iU«|M4 : 
** opiniQQ8» SMS- we dp> abroad/' .... 

Th^e are. conpjiderations. which no donbthave ; 
had, and yf% \x;mX will conjbinue to liav% d,ij)^ 
weight in the CouijKiilg of iJiel^aJtion; butwe, 
must be upp^ our guard, not to be deludedrWta s^ 
dangerous sfnijef oC ;§pcnrity ,hy :||^,hoUaw and 

. )^.*j ':;::J 0-:/ ^J ;/...:c. .:.w. - ..;..'• 
♦ Blackstoae's Qom. vol. I. 
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trMcbcxott* ptedgM Mdf wtt 'ttBU'isnsaim. t>f 'tlie 
in cwMiirt eaoy^ «^H»i*oc»tioni ^ CDOtridiction and 
tei^mmtiMi of tbe dnftauei^tOTs, ve haTe bad 
amfito «cperieQM< theif «iQ«iig, tifucklin^ con- 
duct Ins . Iieep so 'a4ttiM(14}r 6j|i^ed by Mt. 
Marryatt, that we shall content ottraelves witli 
re«»k>gvt<» the sepooid pam^i^tet of that aWe 
defimder of Wegt Indteii rights, entitled . jlfor^ 
Tbotigkts. 

Howerer yarded, however ambiguous, however ' 
▼agtte may be their notions and their speeches, we ' 
now know that the emancipation of the l$laved 
and the rum of the' Owners is their Object; arid 
*liat respect' for national plddge^ dnd ves'teil rights, 
win itevftp stand- ift4iWir"vfay "Whi^n* they havea* 
chance of accbinplishing it. ' It requires a much 
sm«fl«r khire^of poiiticat isagacity than is pos- 
seiiS^^-byft^s^^party, to discover that ther6 are 
various ways of bringing- about the consuaimatidn 
theyf9oJfa^iitfy'i*i8h,-^the desolation of th^ 
Cdli6&iet.'- They have afre^dy succeeded but too 
w^ iii'gilvirtg^ sr tremaidoub sliock to our ijredit, 
th6 fbtmaatibtt o? agrictil^^ m of 

coiiithefitial prbispenty; It wiA^ be "some time 
before the panic occasioned by the late discus- 
siong in Parliament, will cciise to manifest itself 
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ki the depr^ctltod tnark^ i^Iue of propcitp, Md 
&e diftcnky of effecting traosfers; for im> inaD 
in fak )6^sM will hamrd hit motiey in Ihe )>urf 
diase of an mrticle wbiek hie ig in danger* ^ baifmg 
wrested fiimlfr tiis pocHSckMiDn by the arbitrary^ ua? 
c w np fl MBMay ftftt of irresisitiUe power. 
' it in, no doobt^ with 4 view of sappiag Ibe 
feqiidaiMn of our institatians, and «iltimateiy 
effecting our ruin, that the emancipators imoke 
wilbr suck piOus ferrour the intarpositien of the 
2flipmal ParliasDeat in tiie negulatioh of 0«r io^ 
tef nal afiairs. They know wdl from reason 9ad 
bistory, if experience had not taught them, that 
BO cOutttiy can possibly prosper «n4ef a syalew 
i^f governmeitt, wbeM the g6verlM>rs are three or 
four tlMHseind miles removed itom the thea^> of 
•their derations; and where i^imuiy would supply 
the place of observation, afid - speoiilaikifei wswrj^ 
the porovince of expmence. It is tcbtio^-^fifw 
admirably adapted su^ a system > wduld 'be* tp 
the fiews of our foes. We-^usti therefitm^ d^^* 
pf^ecate sach in(ei&renc6 in At the «iMid eilrmal- 
iiess, with which these men: %m>ke i*. Expeiiient^ 
lu>We^v(^, h^ t^ugbt t^ to expect tika^ tke^ Saltish 
PdcrHltoitet will - always' - he* f overned - by ewsA- 
d^i^ionk of )kiUti<!al ^^, eveft 'atthoq|;b pat iiud 
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MteieBts shoiild desire to iaculoifo Ifaat* night is 

right. 

As to the absurd notioa by which it has been 

attempted to impose upon the hoaest part of die 

aatioD, that estates would be prolGftably ctd(tiva|;ed 

by the freed Slaves, we scarcely thittk it WMirth 

4Mn- while to advert to it. Not oue maa whs«has 

pronmlgated this doctriae, from Mr. Cropper «qp 

4a tine most respectable^ can possibly bdieve what 

he has asserted; Admitting, for tli^ nke af ar^ 

gument, the soundness ^ M. Say's theory^ thftit 

like labour of free men <is more producttiie 4faan 
the laboar of Slaves, what is to become of th^ 

imin^ise capital already vested in this species of 

l>i*operty. And what consideration is it to the 

merdiant who holds mortgages over Slaves ^^scbt- 

siv^t that lands may be still cidtivated profitably 

li jr 4hem alter they are freed* The moment tb^ 

€Mse«to< be property, his wort^gs^ b«cooies waste 

^8^r. Transfer the security to the land^ it will, 

perhaps^ be i^aid,; :bttt in this Is^^d, and we fear 

it is the casein niostof the ne^hbourii^ Colonies, 

there af*e t vi^t nuinb^r.>of estates in which botii 

land and NtCigroes a(rQ .entirely covered by mort- 

g[ii£^. Agaii^ it may. be relied, if ihfi jproduo- 

tAdfis of the l^ii4,«Hre not f}jwfis^d>y,i^ chaqge, 
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tbe M^holesametujBiA of iki^.^^^i wo^ld.ls^ liquidated 

in thesaime tJAMifStit wavlcjl.ba^etbiQ^ under the 

old system; \ai% niffofinmteljf m thesis times it 

oft^OL happeoi^; th^ debtee wbeu they •are large; 

<»iBOt'be paid' by. crops, and the <:reditors caa 

only be satisfied; by a sale of the property pledged. 

M oRover it may happfo^ t^nd indeed often does 

4)ap|i6q in tbe most prosperous times, that a 

creditor may wish, for the very best reasons, to 

collect his moqey ^ is he to wait upon the prec^ 

Biou%fluctaatiQnfr of cropa ^nd prices, which, iii 

in many cases^ would never be adequate to satttf j 

sll ol^uns? What would a creditor holding a 

mortg$^e aver property in England, say to a ktw 

'which should destroy his ifight of foreclosure in 

the property, and compel him to wsnt for paymei^t 

out of precarious crops which l>arely keep dQwn 

the interest ?— it wouldbe quite f^ uniust as a 

law which should^ declare all, secAirities Ibrfeited, 

yallowing the, interest <mly to t^^ q?)gii^ bolder; 

or, in otbeir^wor^s,, illjAyiPpl^.'!^ py^mjeat ^ jwor 

This argumeijt ^$ -fym^d pn,ihfi ^vemm]^t^ 
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^hidh we sire very far ftbm ^dtdtttSttttig; :' At dny. 
i^te the predettt'geHe^atibii bf ^^^^BMfr MFibftiM 
be ritided b^fote tbe tieWTy*S^fed Slav^nnWiild be 
cofntrincied ^' that tbe tiec^sityof firotkiitig- fiSr 
'* his i^bi^isfteiiee, '^yg}k* less degrdd&ig, is ttbt 
^* less imperative that) that imder^icfa lie iltefl 
'** before been^ compelled td' retwn to bis d^ly 
" task;" or before b^weiuldaequii^stfch settled' 
habits of industry as- would eflstire to the pro-* 
prietor of thei soil that f^tilar supply of labour 
t¥hicH would be necessary iib enable Uim to coA-'' 
^Shne his cultivation. And it seems liever to have 
be^n noticed in this dontroversy, that the object 
of our cultivation^ comftiiAing mantr&ctare with: 
^agriculture/ ca^ <»ily be^iecessfdlly carried on 
by thtetutfited (Exertions ot large numbers o£ per« 
' ^(oiis, at fitted periods^ and according to thecrdp 
'^fdf a Idng continuance of time. 
: A* we do iiot pretend: to bef'BUchisicuterea-* 
soners as oiir antagonists, and are by no means. 
€«> wen skin^ iti tl^ tactics of controversy, we 
t^e dffe never to kwii6i<?^'bttt.ttiidi» cover of a 
str<»ig battery of focS-^W^litoifr therefore halt a 
inoiiieol to btitig>\ii^ biiit'irttiflery,' - 

It appedr's'by'^ "Offidatbetrin^from the Trea- 
sttfer*s Oflfce, 'v^rfe'tlvi^-^ifi^e %id "every acre 
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of k&d lUTQ wmwlly given .in for the.puifime «| 
beiag taxad, tihaitbane 4ne 690ft Owners of ^lay^ep 
m tliiB isUod; tbut of 4:his ppwber, 1^ 9W 
OwnKsra of lapd as v^ell a^ Sb^ye*; the recaainiiig 
3671 Owners of SIhvqs . .h»Vi9 , no land at all* 
Wiiat is to bi^ said to th3set unfortnnate pwple,. if 
the ri^t of prQ|>erty in Slaves be abrogated? 
Th^, poor creatures, would not profit one penny 
by.it, though the lands innocentfy cultivated by. 
free people should produce gold instead of sugar. 
Many of these proprietors it ia true have but a 
few Slaves; but that does not alter the quality of 
the act There is as nmch injustice in robbing, 
a man of small possessions of his all, as in strip-^ 
ping, the wealthiest Doblemam in England of hii« 
princely domains. 

Some of, the raore hmiast of the party, oanntkt' 
help manifesting a certain compunction at Ihe 
thought o£ beggaring a large class of their fellow i 
subject&dn this ofUiaad w^yvand aGs ^uneans^of . 
qqjieting their consciences, or perhaps of ^saving;] 
their credit witli.thci worlds tliey propose to^ allow . 
tiie .{HTOsent .geneiation of Sbves .to ^continue in . 
slavery, and only to declwe. their '{posterity free:. 
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and upcm thto plati, say they, ^^^^fbey^e^ti he no 
preti^idioA'tb a'ekim ^f itidlEMtfiftcMiM, f6t 
h6vr eati a'ttiAti'l*xp<^ct fcbriitiensattotaf fof fte 
" 1<«S of property ifriicli he never possessed?*' 
Wliat sophistry t HW Woitld have precisely the 
same right to cotnpehlMtion that a reinaifideriitdn 
or reversioner of afl estate in Ei^gland would have 
for die violation of his contingent* Tights hy the 
strong hand of Parliament* In all cdriveyance« 
of Slaves *' the future issue and increase*' is a« 
firmly conveyed atod sefcured as the existhig pro- 
petty. This prospective right* cannot betaken 
away without mat^^EilIy impairing the valile of 
all seeurities, ahd in itiany instahees it would 
have the effect of totally atinihilatittg their value; 
as when the debts are so large that the junior 
creditors caftnot expect n» the ordinary courite of 
thh^ to be paid out of ^le crops for twevity or 
thirty yeafsv Sales df property, we take it foi* 
granted, would be totally at an end under the 
state of things we are eontemplatitig; This wouM 
be ^he effect of the measure 6n mdrtglagees arid 
judgntent creditors. Its opelratJ^ii oh acf ted piro- 
prietor^ would be to cotfvert an esrteite fe 'fee inW 
a life estate; for it is obvious, that it makes no 
difference in fact, whether the term of possession: 
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dep^ftd upou the life of the pwn^T^^q^.qf Ai^yp^^a^OQ 
ia Ix^th cases the grpprieton^ip d^j^rpuf^ ;^th 
the life pf ik certain p^rty.. W^at ^oiil4,tl)^ <;ptin- 
try j^eatlemen of England, ^a^rtq |^,Bill« "irhich 
l^enerov^ly allowed the^i the. undisturbed f0p9f^ 
sioa of their states for. some thirty or. forty. yeiirSi 
and> declared them, forfeited ^ the, expiration of 
that period?— for such in effect would bd the 
operation of the measure, Jo question on Wot 
India property 4 

. There is yet. another point of Yiew in wfaichr 
this plai) must be considered, iu its effect upon 
reversionary rights. , The rights of persons ^i? 
tied to estates in expectapcyi, lure equally r/^pef^jb^ 
with those of persons in. actual, possession, of pjcpift 
perty, and the justice, and honesty of 0|ij;,i«iW§; 
are admirably displayed by thei?crupu)<>u^,9jt||^<jf. 
tion with which . the yestedintcxests erf" fqjjtf|ity 
are regarded. No instance, c^ Jie Pfl^^q^^jfj^^ 
our legal history, where Ibe righfs.^of Jlj^ jejC^n 
sioner or remainderman have beeQ.saci||fi<)e!^.9lpM^ 
aiiy speculative notion of th^ fitness S>i,i^f(f^f. 
These rights were, held to be s;|ci:edJ9X a,,c^^ 
wWre the property ^Hl^^nt^ -^ ^,g^ i^jgo^, 
ia<^alQ«labl^. ^ Alth<)|i|[ijjn^ d%^% ^^fefe 
th^c^tin^J rights wej^q(^^4^t^jy^,8,|fc^ 
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licly declared to be ^^ a triumph of privkte Tanity 

- •• 1 -^ • , 'v 

" over the whole System of Britisih jurispmaeQcey 
''by Which the English law would he made 
" subserritot to pbsthiimotis avarice, and all the 
^ landed property of the^lcingdom would be sunk 
** th mere trusteeship/'and the' people' of England 

mm - *• * ^f • 

'* deprived of all its beneficial enjoyments." 

. • .» • •» *■ » ^^^ ^ . » ^ •• 

The modern j urists, we are to suppose, consider 
Justice, as has been ssiid of Religion, '^ an affair 
of geography," so that what is right and equitable 
in Europe is not so on this side of the Atlantic. 

This Report has tmavoidably swelled to such 
ft bulk already, that your Committee find them* 
selves under the necessity of omitting altogether 

aome topics^ connected with their inquiry, and of 

» . . ■ 

touching very concisely upon others which they 
had intended to discuss at some length. 

This Colony (which seems to be peculiarly the 
object of Rfessrs. Wilberforce and Co.'s most ran- 
corous enmity;) is reproached with throwing un- 
necessary obstacles in the way of emancipation, by 
attaching penalties to manumission, and according 
to newspaper « reports, one of the party stated 
in the Housi^ of Commons that this penalty 
amountedf to fiOO/. As it happens to be 50/. the 
addition of a nought, we suppose, he considered a 
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matter of noiinportaoce. These gentlemen have 
not had the caudoiu to state that the freed Slave 
receives an annuity for life, at the rate of eight < 
per cent, on the deposit. 

We think it likely that the policy which first 
dictated this law had a reference to the preserva- 
tion of that preponderance of the virhite popula- 
tion over the free people of colour, which was at 
one time considered essential to the security and 
stability of property. Experience had in som6 
instances illustrated the wisdom and expediency 
of this policy. The history of the insurrections 
at Grenada and Saint Vincent^ and even at Saini 
Domingo, may have been quoted iii proof of it 
But the fidelity and good conduct of this class of 
subjects in this island, in the insurrection of 1816^ 
removed all apprehension on that score from the , 
minds of our legislature: and having proved 
themselves good citizens, they were deemed 
worthy of a greater extension of civil rights. A.. 
law was immediately enacted for the purpose of . . 
legalizing their testimony, and as it now appeared , ., 
that there was no good reason, for opposing the 
increase of .their numbers, the deposit (m a manu- , 
mission was reduced tp a sum which was thought 
^ely sufficient to.nrevent unkind and uncraj^e^'-' 
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owners froHi ridding themselves of the burthen of 
maititaining their old and' infirm Slat^, and also 
for the (fnrpbse of providing in some measure for 
the support of the enfranchised Slave. Indeed 
this law, asr it now stands/ is constantly evaded 
by the connivance or rather by the consent of 
public opinion. At ledst nine-tenths of the Slaves 
vrho have been emiahcipated during the last six 
years, have obtained their freedom by virtue of 
English manumissions, Ivhich are deeds of enfran- 
chisement executed by a person in England, to 
v?hom the Slaves are conveyed by their owner 
resident in this Island. These deeds ffeve not 
originally legalized by any statute of the Island, 
but their validity hfas fora series of years been t^^. 
cognized by all our Courtfr, and they are now 
considered as good and effectual for their purpose 
as any other form of manumission. 

Another point to which we may be expected to 
advert, is the propriety of attaching thcf Slavto to 
the' soil; but we really think that the multiplied 
evils of such a law, &,etx to the Slaves themselves^ 
hav^ been so fully illustrated and so clearly made 
maniicist in the " Eeport of the House of Assembly 
" of Jamaica on the R^gislr^ tiill," that those who 
are not all*eady coihvfttced" bf'the |)olicy of such 
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evideDce' whic^'i^uMai&lklioiir'doMd ><)««^'dl' by 
any , forcie ot' argtimeiit i^hicb ' liuiAaa "iiigMnif y 

' ' 1 

could iuTeht : and as to the^ fine jpiebe of dec1iLm&- 

tion on this subjeci m Mr. Wilberfbtce's pahi- 
phlet, we bee bim to try Whether it will not apply 
with greater force'tD the impressing of scanien, 
or even to the sending soldiers and sailors On 
foreign service, without consulting their inclitla- 
tions. But we must not expect to find the prin- 
ciples of this party susceptible 6f that unirfetKal, 
indiscriminate application, which is at once ttie 
criterion %id the beauty of sound principle*.' In 
every thing we discover that ** fanatical irregttla- 
" rity of mind" which characterizes all tHe doc- 
trines and all the measures of these feuper-jiibus 
men. Their philanthropy is of thkt ' feccehtVic 
kind, which aims more at giving riotari^ty toxHftn- 
selves than happiness to others ;"Torh(>^ ^nsllf W 
reconcile to our vulgar, bome-lbredfidtioii^i of 
philanthropy, the conduct of a gehuemaii' who 
declares his conviction, that the prospferiity ttf %he 
Master J and the cojnfortable condition of th6 Slave 
nx^ inseparable, and nevertheless opposes 'syste- 
matically every measure calculated to rescue the' 
Master from adversity. " These evils," says Mr, 
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Wilberforce " which artftideed very great, must of 
^.V f^m^^ fggf^xf^^h^fp fjie Ranters w^ in 

tYrJttmroltk^fS^f^^ of West 

-•?f r ItKiifi ^Bisrt^p^. V -, .) If r^Uf^pe aj e his impressions, 

m the naxn^ pf- hie^avoo, what became of his bene- 

. ^olence--^f bii| charity — when he lent the aid of 

\ '^^ ■ ■"■ -i . •■»• "-L^ i \} • ....; :••,♦.,■ ' 

l^ianeat talents to the support of a motion fbr 
equalizing the duties on f!ast and West India 
sugar? A measure which £^11 the House of Com- 
, mons except thirty-four members, saw must ine- 
: igitably bring ruin, upon every West Indian pro- 
:^ prietpr; and of this number, twenty-one were 
vfpropiietors of East India Stock, and Mr. Wilber- 
force was one of them. 

. : l^lmy other man, such conduct as this would 

, . , J^f^ye SjQipe chance of being characterized as highly 

.^.^Ij^gjraceful; but, notwithstanding the great name 

,.,l(^ I^igh reputation of the individual, it cannot 

,^,^/^||. ^9 ma|ce all impartial persons question the 

-^^ypj^^jBfld integrity of the motives, which actuate 

.^ rhim in the splendid career which he has been 

riMirsuing; and we must, for a time at least, hesi- 

^ tfi^e in.^allptting him a. station among the virtuous 

^+J>ftnefactors of mapkind, or in placing him iii the 

^^i^sftwe class with, a Howard or a Boromfeo. What 
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toUsliasMr.'WilbeiforoeieMllivdd^ WhKt 
"AotBi eidierpeisonaJ orpeoimiaiy^'bBS heiiqiderr 
gone fop'tbe €1^186 of vkottianity^ . Sudta name 
and such a station as he enjoys are cheaply purr 
chased indeed by^a few: splendid omtipnp or well 
written pamphleb^ which cchst him little effort, 
^nd piocure hin^; V9^t ^pplaustC. 

In the foregoing pages it will perhaps appear 
fthat we have been occasuanally betrayed intp 
.seme warmth of expression ; but let it be remepd- 
.berod that we writf&.unfler.f^ sense of the deepest 
injuries — ^that the^atteoipt of our adversaries is to 
tjrpb-usof char^ter ajid fortune. What else on 
earth is there valuable to man? 

The Colonists have been ^p often apnoyed, 
)9(dA are now sp heartily disgu^d by. the renter- 
*atfid at^CMP^pts to overthro>y their, propertjrr wd 
•by the disUf^ctions and commotions occasipned 
by those attempts, that we believe the enen^ies 
<if.the Colonial, system will find jth(Qm/^ery feady 
/to co-ope0ate in their viewis, pp ^^f^ja^.amj^ge' 
iments have ;been Aiade to indenmiCy th^pi for. ^e 
iMses whidi they are torsui^taiji by the,, ^^^m- 
^lJ6h«ientofth«eTiei«a. ilt(0«aatttbt):es;|SQ^d 
thattany s^^of mettishall eonaentto beggar lUi^fm- 
iselves from a /de&mnca to.; certain 9peo^}a(^e 
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Mttonr- 6( phttaaiilurop]^. fiufc tlTe .West-IwdMUi 
pfiqijieiorewe ^have ;noi iclimbt wiilMSidMiit ^ta 4>6ltr 
9^hBkamQ, oj^GToaMDHeitliaaajustiSbftiie ^tbe 
bttilhan. 

Since hdwe^ef it is admitted on all fcnndb, that 
the criminality of thb SlaVe system belongs tx> the 
nation at large, surely the sacrifi<^e fov the atune- 
inent ought to be co-exiten^ivc! triih the guitt; and 
ftlU equally upon eVei^ part of the Emph<ie. But 
diottld the nation refuse to attest the sincerity T>f 
l^ir 2eal in this cause, by consenting to such im- 
positions a$ may be required to indemnify us, let 
them neirer again reproach us with the turpitude 
of Slavery, What principle of political or ethical 
justice can require that we alone should be the 
victims to expiate a crime, the guilt of which ac- 
cordmg &veii to the admission of our adversaries, 
dttafehes to us oiily in comnu)n with the rest of 
Ite imtion. 

' No'elHBS of His Majesty^ subjects has boine a 
latter share of the burthens of the late war, or 
bore it with less^Complaining than the West Indian 
proprietor. How many of this class are there, who 
having inherited handsome fortunes, are now re- 
ducied to^ifficultiesr, not by personal extravagance 
w by pby^enl calamity, bu£ by the irresistible 
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pveMure of duties, and by the depreciation of the 
Talue of their staple commodities— 'the result of 
certain measures of Government, which though 
perhaps of sounds qat;|onal i)p}i(^, have borne with 
peculiar hardship upon this part of the Empire. 
And are we now to be denied all those civil adr 
vant^iges, for the sake of which we have resigned 

so much, and have indured so much ? Instead of 

/'. 
protection of our property or full indemnification. 



i9ff.:du0 violation of it, tare we to be rewarded by 
confiscation and rapine i^ Or ought we even to 
be exposed, to the apprehension of the^e things, 
and to .the multiplied, evils which my^t .inevitably 
arise . from .. such an apjpr<ehension ? These . . are 
doctrines which we are well assured Hi$i Majesty -3 
Ministers would renounce with disdain, > Bi^t ,we 
do fear that they ar^ not wfiipiently imp resse4 
with the magnitude of the mischief which is dPHe 
to us, by the compromising policy which.they seem 
disposed to adopt, in regard to the view^ of tji^ 
advocates of rwiiie. 
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A, 
JEixm^imtfUm (0^ Chtfi) qf Sir Edanmd WiOiamMy 

Query!. What is your professional rank, and 
the nature of your connexion with this Colony ? 
HoW long^ have you been resident in this Island? 
tJuriiig 6uch residence' tave you, "or liave you 
not/tiad frequent opportunities of observing the 

general' ireatnieht of tlie Slaves in tliis Colony? 

' , . , ^ ■ - . - • 

if yea, state what has fallen under your obser- 
tatidn relative ' to thei^ general treatment and 
cot^aition. 

Answer. Examinant saith — ^that lie is a Lieu^ 
tenant-Colonel in the Army, and at present the 
Commandant of the Garrisons at Saint Ann's ; 
that he has been resident in this Island upwards 
of eight months, and that he has had oppor- 
tunities, having purposely sought them, from an 
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ittpratmm trfafinhe left England that the leaves 
were badly trtoted. ia ihe Colontea; that he 
lias yistted gentiemtoioa their PlatDtattons, a«d 
that be has aoxioosly leoited at their Hoepitals 
and other establish meato; that he has found tbeir 
Hoiqiitak particularly attended to, and the young 
Slaves well fed and treated, and that he firmly 
believes that generally speaking they are better 
off than the poor in England. 
' Qu.2. From yo«r knowledge of the manners of 
the inhabitants of this Island, do you, or do you 
BOt^ think that a crniel Owner of Slaves would 
be held in the ^ame abhorrence here, as he would 

be iji England? 

Ans. Examinant saith--i-that he firmly beiteves 
that a cruel Owner of Slaves would be hddm 
the same abhorrence here as he would be in Eng* 
land. 

Qu, 3. From the general demeanor and conduct 
of the Slaves themselves, would you, or would 
you not, pronounce them to^ be a happy and con- 
tented, or an oppressed^ and in-treated, people ? 
State particularly what has fallen under your own 
observation, in this sespcsQt,; -add j^ourlxeaso^s for 
tbe.c^pini<His which {KWJBiayifafa'^e Ibrmed on this 
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-4pii^¥>n, hecaUm it is jmiiotisdhte tp'kaow tiicir 
\Si^\vB^;hxit if heicaoojiftdgetfirom titeir •it^pftg 
iMijd amusio^ tbenistfd^fisi \rhen off ^thcar^ Bud ^en 
wfa^< at l^Jboun, the shoukl really tjiicdk ^atom a 
•Imppy race of people; audi (that he faa« Obecarvbd 
tl^t every ikmily has a ^cottage and some pooltfy, 
a p^~aQ3^iOtber thtuge^ which^ they take to mar- 
ket, and make the most of for /th^ir families. 
That he has freqiiently rode over the Plant^ions 
with the Owners, and seen gangs of thirty Or 
forty Slaveis i^eak iu the moat kind aadfoeikig 
maimer when at work to vtheir Owners/ par* 
ticularly inquiring how the rest of the £aimily 
were. 

(Signed) Edmund Keynton Williams. 



JExamination of Lieutenant-Colonel PopAamy 

(on Oath). 



f . • k . 



> Qwigyiil. What is yonir professional raifkv and 

the n^bureof jwxr ocoiieiu 

How long have you been resident in thisr jbiatid ? 
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During such regidence have you, or have you not, 
hhd frequent opportunities of bbsermig Al\^^e- 
nersfl treatment bt tlie i^laves lA tiite'GMbny?^ If 
yea, state wliat nas tilleii uncli^ yoUrn!^msIti^ 
relative to their geiieial treatmeni ^nd! condition.' 
Answer. \Exaniihant saiitb^that he is^a Liett- 
tenant*Colouel in tne smily, and Deputy QuaMeir- 
Master-General ; that he has been residenrt in 
Hb>»d upwards of seven yea«.ihatd,ri,g 
such residence he has had several opportunities ; 
that he has reason to suppose iVom his t>wn ot^<- 

-•'.t.j'.rt • 

.servation, that they are generally weli treated. 

Qu. 2. From your knowledge of the manners 
of th^ inl^abitaqts of the Island, do yoti; Or do 
ypu not, think that a cruel Owiier or Slaves t^ofidd 
be held in the same abhorrence here, as he Votfld 

. v.- ^T 'Am L.;, ;..; . '..,... , 

in England? 

.. jins. !l^xaminant saith— -certainly he thinks' yo. 
Qu.^3. From the general demeanor dlnidi^Aii- 

. duct of. the Slaves themselves, would yotf,* br 

' ' ^ ' '■'- '' ''■ " '■ •-■'. . . ..■ . I, / 
woijl^ you not, pronounce them ^tb l)e af liaj)()y 

, apd contented, or an oppressed *aiidi11-tre^'fed 

. peopj^ ?^ State particularly what has Ifelti^n ^UnSJer 

,your observatjiop m this respect, and yOur reasons 

for the opinions which you may haveMROrineff^oa 



'I » 



' ' .,,..» .-^ .•,'.'< 
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, An$f ,S;wtb-Tthsit he verily believes, from per- 
W^ Pfra^v^t^pHjOn. tb?> ei^ates he has visited, 
IWlTO,?idil?« thLjWi^h andf,)^^^^ many others, 
hATinglxe^li W fST^r^, P^i^h^ ^h^y are a contented 
wd happy peopi^y gj^peraljl^ speakiug; that they 
appear cheerfif^ in^ the performance of their work, 
and that he does not recollect witnessios: any 

' ■ ' ' , » » . , . • 

severity practised upon them in the field; i&at 
they appear to him clothed in general, and in 
ioany instances well so ; that the greater proper- 

' • * . 

• - » 

tion of the jliouses of these people appear comfort- 

ftble, havmg the advantages of poultry, pigs, and 

goats, in many instances fruit' trees and a little 

garden : aod that the markets held by them on 

. Si^day, clearly deinonst^*ate that they enjoy the 

benefit arising from the produce and sale thereof ; 

,>ti^.,|fe ^?is every reason tp believe,^ from fre- 

,,qi|e|i^fly sijeeing,, me4ical ^^^ riding through the 

. es^^t^s, jand /rom in<j^uiries made upon the sub- 

y.^/^ctf tiha<ijth,^y ar§^ visited weekly, and oftener if 

[, ^^^^c^d ;f^,, particular cases, by a practiiibrier, 

1 ^WbP* i? 3 J^stid. annually for his attendance; that 

'.i?5eraignpftt attention is paid to the rearing o^ cliil- 

' Aen,, and, that the old, and mfirm receive the 

kindest attention, as is fully proved by the very 

few Blacks who are beggars, whereaiS the 'white 
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popnlotion e^ril^it^fr^qutot itiBtfiiiit^^ thus prov- 
ing Hiat the*Slat^s i»*his'06lotif fere ttiitch better 
off liiaii the ' ^owcr dajiis » hi ^Ebglfetid; bav ingno 
care or thought fbr'to-tndft*oW,'#^ing i^ottfdetit 
that all thfeir nece^r^afy wants and comforts will' 
be prorided for. » ^ 

(Sigped) S. J. PoPHAM, D. Q. M. G. 



C. 

JEosaifUnation of JLieutenant Colonel Berkeley p. 

(on Oath). 

Query. 1. Wh^t is your professional rank, and 
the nature 6f yonr connexion with this Colony? 
How long hare you been resident in this Island r^^ 
During such residence have you, or have you uot/ 
had frequent opportunities of observing the gene- 
ral treatment of the Slaves in this Colony?. If 
yea, stiite what has fallen under your obsei^a- 
tion relative to theiV getiefal tteatbciit and con-' 
dition.^ ^ ^ . , .. . 

Am. £xamihanlr saitti'-^^that he is alieiiitfenant- 

Colonel in tWe Artny, ' aifd Bfepnty Ad jotant-Gte- 

\ to the Army serving in the Leeward Islands; 
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that he has been resideot, .m^b 0t4be intermp* 
tionsy. since the year }SQ^ i^h^ be^^baa not had 
an opportunity of oblerving tbo^oaditidn of the 
Slavesi ia the Coantry, froip bis professional da* 
ties confiqiqg hiip t^ the viciaity of the town. 

Qti« 2. From your knowledge of the manners 
of the inhabitants of this Island^ do you, or do 
you not, think that a cruel Owner of Slaves 
would be held in the same abhorrence here, as he 
would be in England ? 

Ans. Examinant saith — decidedly so. 

Qu, 3. From the general demeanor and conduct 
of the SlavesHhenisdves, would you, or would you 
not, pronounce them to be aiiappy and contented, 
or an oppressed and illptjreated pepple? State 
particularly what h^s jfallen und^r your own ob- 
servation in this respect, and your reasons for the 
opinions which you may have formed oq. the sub- 
ject ^ 

Ans. Saith-T-from any thing he could observe, 
that the Negroes appear to be as contented a»any 
other labouring people in any part of the world ; 
that within the last few months he has had an op- 
portunity for th,e first ^iqa^, of j8;e(^ipg^q^qeth|ng of 
the ittteripr^jdetail pjf^.a^r e^ate^,^^ tfcpt i^, h^s 
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▼cff9rge«^raUj,9CIS7^Hipiang|Aerrei^ duod* 
' (Si^ed) ' ^ * J.' ft. BfiRRELEv^ 



*.'t . I . ii' f , I .' ( ■ >i . ^ 
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BxanUnatian of Dr. JBdward Tegatt^ (on Oath). 



• • 



Query I. Whati^ your profesciqiial lavd^ <ai|d i 
thci^^atuce of your ooimexm withidaialColott^ 
H9|i¥ long have you b^ep resident lii), this. Jaiaud^fu 
Dl^ruigsuch residence hafFis yon,. or h^iTfe growfllbty.v( 
haj^ frequept op{io¥ttuniti^ of ob^cff^i^. the fgrn^^d 
ral treatment of the Slaves in this Cok}ny ? v^I^M^dU 
state what has fallen under ^[oqriObservlittQti noiW 
tiv§ to their, g^eral treatoicait . and ^ondittouk ,w^ 

4^v.'.Eyi?™^¥^* sartltt— that.lie i^ . Ip^p^oeJif * > 
Ho9jpi|2^^, th^t.he ||a^b/ee%re«deij!tift)^ Ijllwic { 

tnanaged, and comfortably taken care of; jtjlb^ili^aiit 



^hm Ifae fflitenalt a^ipsaMiiMSiit gtHre^jl^ 'ir^ttyn 'to 
think titdttliay '^v^feciic¥J><>«^Yb)«ilili^, lli^ he 
has observed that on several bf the states their 
Hospitals are very, well conducted for the care of 
the sick ; that he came to this Island prepossessed 
that the Negroes wece^Tery liatshly used, from 
what he had heard and read on the subject^ but 
he now finds th^t it is not m>y and he believes that ^ 
they are generally kindly and well treated; theyt 
appear to him to be better off than the labouring 
people Me m his own country (Ire1and)i 

Qm. % Prom your knowledge of the manners 
of thB Inhabitants of this Il^land, do you, ot db 
you Bot, (biflk that a croel owner of Slaves would 
be h6l4 in tbte seone abhorrence here, as be would 
be.io jQilglatfd^ ' 

i 4 

jMk Saitibh^'-'deeidediy; 

Qn. 9*: Fromihe general demeanor artdboii<}u<*l 
of Ike 'Stares 'tkemsilvesr would you, or Would 
yoa iibt, fn*ointy»nce them to be ai hielpjpy and cmr 
tentfefd; •of- an -oppreftsed and M-tt«ated'jpedp^e?' 
S^taie tMU-tkxAMrly «^t has ftBen iii^itf^y'^our' - 
owii «t»ervirti«r'kr thfi reBpebt, mi'ybaT^T^om'' 
far ^4»of«bi^^%4ldl j^vpmt fiav^ Ibr^e^ on 

the4»ttfcj^t;i»^ '>■'•'•• •■' ^•^-''-- •<:''-«-'^'-j<-''f"'--- ''"'■ ■■'--■■ ■ 



9fi. 
they^ seem Yery CQBtrated. 



/• 



(Signed) Bdw, TEeART. 



^■•*»^i^kw*»ip***^ 



lamination qf Captain Courienay Cruttenden^ 

(on Oath). 

Query l\ What i» ij^cmt pM)%(saoBal twikf ^n4 
tlte nature of yow cooufs^ioa with this Cekmj? 
How long have yoii been* residenl; in this Je^nd^ 
limitog 8ucb residence bay^ yon, or haTe yo^ 901^ 
bad frequent topportnnitieB of observing tb^ geiiQ^ 
ral treatment of the Slaves in this Colony ^][fyqei^ 
state what has fallen under youf; Qbseinv^lfiAn r^a^ 
tlve to their g^eral tFes^il^pimt^^ cpRdi|io«. ..v,> 

the Royal ArtiUi^y, con^n^n^i^.tbei^tfkcj^^^ent 
of that Copps at ^be Head Quaar^^ m #if I«¥9|^^^ 1 
andJVIajorof iByr^f^de t(^theV9reef)iiffr]&«9(l^anil}>^ 
that he ba^ b^n resident ia tbii^tli^lwA 



> f 



es in this Illi^i4 



9^ 

I "^ 

resided weeks amd m6nthi^ a'K^'titfee;* ^nA flfet^'hfe 
has ever observed the kind treatment they invari- 
ably receive — the cheerfulness with wBicn he has 

to 

observed them perform their duty, and that he 
never was witness to an act of cruelty or oppres- 
sion during the period he has been in this Island; 
he does declare, what he lias frequently asserted^ 
that he coQSi^qr^ i^^tn ^ m y^ch y pre happy racqi 
better iclotfied^md enjoying more coiAforts, tAaii 
the poo? in that part of Ireland (Cork) where hi 

^Ji^r'Sf. Friim'trfu^ ktfbWkffge'bf thfe'maiiijert ^ 
th^ liihaktts of tMis FslMd; dil 'y6W, 'or d6 jd^' 
ftot;"«Wiifc thai a ci-t^el Ox^etdf ^V^ irinM B«' 
hekF IH the ^ia6 abhorfec^^e b^^, a^ l^'^bMd U ' 
ittEftglandP"' ' ' ■ ■ ''' ' ' 

jin*,' Safth-^equainy SO; • '■.''■'■ 

Qu. 9;'^i^imtik4i'g€kxefkldexhmibf ieti&cdff^ct 

etthw^iSi&v^ iiiMs^h^s; iro6ld"yMf, br wbuht 

8iil49^ nidi fli «9v4l8i \o JasnUfi&iJ oiii guri-.c^cd 



n 



this question in his reply to No. 1. vnolo > 



*.. > w .•^' h; 






F 

'• ' - - •■•■A.» . ■ . . . A- 

Esiaminatim af Captain Spikk^ (am OatA).' 

Qu. 1. What is yoiir professional rank^ an^ 
the nature of your eonriexioH with this Colony? 
JBlow long Iiave you oeen resident la this Islana? 
Uilring such residence liaye jroti^ or have ^ou 
not, bad frequent oppdrtunities of observing tn^ 
^eiieral'ir^atinfeiit ^^^^l^l^slii f^s dififi^ 

Vervatio^ i^^e^&im g^e^ ^^^^i^W 
condition. t..,->.:.ua.M).imal3Vijd 



jiw/ Ekatoinaht' M&— -tt^^ 
m His Majesty's Army, and an Aio-de-Camp io$ 

^^.;^'> -rt '^ ' tV*^ * H Mi»rt j^nlt Ji;itl hiW ,aIaoc>a4>^Jn9j 

His Excellency the Commander of the rorces ; 
that be hai^ beeB resident in thi»^ Island twa 
years, and has nad ireqfienf opportunities ol oo^. 
serving the geiieral ireatment of The maves iii^ 
the iJolony ; such ooservStion ^as led bim to 
forak^.4ptq^ tliiaKiri«toiumai4l!^<ii0d^ind- 



' m 

Colony. , ,^yr ^j /Iqoi ?iil ni noiJ!?')np -u'\' 

Qu. 2. From your knowledge of the manners of 

the amM^Sim^ t^s Island, do yo^'^r^do you 
ndtj' ^^ihfc^tfeW 8''MerV>WhW of Slaves would 
be held in the s^me abhorrence here, as he woijM 
be in England ? 

Ans. Examinant saith-^that he certainly thinks 

pame abhorrence here as he would bain l^nglsoid* 

Qt^. 3. From the G'eneral demeanor and coa- 

• /.',..-.'^ *■'...,; •■.•i>' nfTf'., ;uj*o'. '5*' y =^ '• ''1 > .^^ 

duct, of the Slaves themselves, would ypu, or 
would you not, pronounce them to be a happy 

\.\.~i .'^Ci, ;o ii\)T \:<fKC' : .»r: 3 j '?.-'.' i5.^ri^. . ■:-n'Tr 

and conteilted, or an oppressed and ill-treated 
have formed on this subject nohib* ^^ « 




dpeoDle, and tha 

selves an oppressed and .ill-treated people;: that 

>wi mimJL^firf} fii 4fisI>Hiei MdatT fen aff JBiJ? 

his Reasons for forming this . opinion, are, that 
(To L/ feOiJifljjJioqao Jfl^DDaTi bfitii^iin bo6 ,i?.i&dY 

they are^l ways cneerful and happy, and appear 

to be sensible' of the^reat care taken of them. . 
of raid Bal aea noiiSvidBoo 11008 ^ ^{uoioCi >ii « 



Qz^ry 1. What is your statiqa in this Co|odj? 

Answer. A Member of Council, and Owner of 
four properties, two in Saint Andrew's parish, 
and two in Saint Peter's aijd Saint Lucy's, the 
management of which are yn4er roy ioimediate 
superintendence, 

Qu. 2. What is the condition and treatment of 

. ». ^ . ■ . •• ' ^■. • ' > . I.'.. ' • 1^ vTr. ^'- ^ 

the Slaves on the Plantations under your di' 
rection, irj resppct to foqd, clothing, general eom- 
forts, labour and punishments? Is tl^e cart-jvhip 
or cow's-§kin whip in general used as aa instru- 
menj of pun|shment, ^jtid i^ jt ci|,^t<pnaryjt^^- 
pose the ^malp Slaves ind^centl^ TI^^- 89?^- 
jected to punishment ? 

dressed meals yery day. . W^ry ^^ p^^e ^(^, 

Jn^, and fr<^«^,%^etpfour|OYndsof^^^^, 

^n addition ^tp. the dre^^^^ ^ca.l^ |,^j^ ^^^h 

ticoat and bed-go-wn, .9^, ^filjftis^«nfi,.^jj^44j^n 
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to tbe 0»>abrag8. The children are^ allowed 
MM wt umvutlly, and - K^erevQr I perceive an 

JWf^♦id^»^l ^ a fragg^^p^tj^^jrhfilNr.^^ ip- 
iutt, I give an addtj^^^jsictit. Each family has 
a HnaU ootti^e ^^ovided at the ^paase of the 
esUfte. iThe Hospital Jb prbTided with bed, 
blankets, and sheets, attended daily bjr a medical 
plractiiti^er^ tvithput wbose sanetioa no person 
is allowed to quit tbe Hospital. I allow no 
thonged whipi to hb insed even as a symbol of 
authority; whatevw pubishihent is inflicted, is 
i&fli(3ted by a smsdl cat with about five strands, 
I never allow the Superintendent, conimonly 
called DHvers, to apply more than three stripes 
ibr any one ofience, aud though it rarely happens 
that 'any inairk is ihadie oh the persons of the 
Ne^ctes, I have invariabljr punished the Driver 
' WbeneVer I have perceived it Females are 
pottisfaed over the shoulders only, aud except 
for very heinous offences^ I have never sufl^ed 



Wi^ the 'Jacket to 'be removed : wherever con- 

'iS^ii!^^ iil a w&oiesboie room could be effected, 
rU4vb aT^lty^ ffi'^drt^a it, but tio this there is an 

' kin^tiiitti irlM^ from the ^rge 

i«ftmli^i'6f^.fi^imf^}]ie)k'Wd^^^^ ^Mi- trom the 




Negroes; are you ptipkre&V6 s^iMll0ther or Mifc 
thie' wonifeW g'et'fattbbahds^af^an early hgOi and oan 
you liii^eitake to a^l^^ Wittf MnMeltte, M^betiMr 
or not they are restrained front 'emittaciting' ^o 
gB^it^U o^th^kind, Ivy their rUteiijlSbus inter- 
course with the white men on the estates ? 
Ans. Most of my young women have husbands 

at a very early period ; whenever I.have discovered 

I' 
any attempts on the pari of the white servants to 

^itQ^ '€«Dne3(ions wit%( ^tbeLiemaios of the estate^ 
. I have invariably discharged them; and I have 
pleasure in ^tatitt^ thi^'&ct, that iti a p^pij^ulation 
bf^^mves; flikve'ti<rt'afeitiglfe'^c*i4dJflfe o» 
' spring olt^a^\v1itt6^ mari; ^tofe thWfe^tt** hJWis been 
in my pbssessfon; > I'fedk^^ti4s^i^dai*# pti^'fitst 
estate in "flie year 1"&1 ]?:" »»<'•>'•' u . ^ . -i uvvh. . 

reWgW ^ti'siraiiti&Ji'Bf tVb dlttv«^> by Clblg«^n 
©f the Established Church? ^'^"'o X"' * «■» • 
' ^'''M^'^k^'^^^M^m^^mk^l'Miiemje^t of 
' Mini t^JK^jt^Mm^m^iktef^'^iixa^T^ei^Uf^^Te 

' p^isi^';^and f ilUl^'ro^<ffl«Ptettfti^timeM>^e(tea 
'"l/raf1l^^fln^ik|^ta0m4%ii|l|JdH;<bf giving 

' ' mf pg^|igUli^^fh>akf 'teitb^v tiiMMnaiiiQ 
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^JSlxamiHation ofPorstet Clarke, Eaq. (am Oath). 

4 1-'* I ''.•*. < i' • • ' » . ■ • - 

■ '■■■ >Qitefy> 1« Wl(^,iB yopr ,«»^u?Uioa in life ? 

n o^mii£' aH^il^aJ^f^ fffd aii Attorney to nineteen 

I 

xeiffiifm ^long^ng. tp,fbf^^fef proprietors, on which 

there, is a population o^ 45B9 Slayea, of which 

'jilt€;24<l^Kl¥>^ bf^^e , thj^l^ tbere is at this mopient 

ix*^M^^E0Dp9 s^b^sKW^ (^' i}ii4ej:: disgrace or puwsh- 

ment for any crime.: rf. , ^r, , ^ ^r 

Jo it»l90>S(uWliti6if Itb^^oj^ji^^ibOai, ip4 -tf^ti^ of 
o/l^«)jSte*m4i|Sh/^^rifi^s^i<WS,J|Ji^^^^ ^pyif dic^- 

-^fiCrt^-^iii»t«||ip,4lR,g^fig^^^^^^nin8to^^ 
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: 'J Am. J£ TOiiiilwah ^ jst^b-yte - »igi i^woMd » . feat 

iJb^ K^groM Mv0;:a amSk))^ aUowwfce of Um^^ 

tier they.are ipeqneiitiij« olabled U>mA\ a .part of it ; 

tfaat /tbejir are nercr ^^tiiitecl'iiiada.wy. circuiH'' 

statDces ^ 8carcit)r .arisi^ frkMB unfayouTable 

Masons or iailure of- ctiops^: as io that case com 

or other food Mrould be provided £gir them by 

;.piirchase. The usital allowancea on estates under 

» htsi . dkect^n , ave ^a follows :^-r€!acb grorvf n I>f egro 

Jias^per day. Qii€i)pintaiid;a half of Gvinea^coni, 

^^itwo pidtai^f hiOmMomi, nviking 4^ or ,6 lbs. 

wb^ 4rfi?sM9d,iar 4i.oi^^:}b9. of mots, m^d ^miie^ 

i^q^liiii^tqioiie ^Jhwttherois ^pyigreat afaupdi^i^ im 

is^lep th(ij€asei .of $thasf^.49Y>ps^ io additmi to 

whkb aipl^liyFtt} oieal lia proTided for»av«ryi4>fie 

111 r4iiHiQn.:i They hftve rail a piafc of tfatit^y^y 

|e€tniiqg|befam;tbeysetNtOiiwt)i4c, wtt]i>ai|ftite^^ 

aih^e |0t^ weski diveFsioo^ (i\ f .. . xutOi : md> ilater 

imf0Qt0iied iwitJb imolaases^i)! oacis^ ob^ tt wicfi. a/ 4liy, 

Q£idia;pw(t tiff^nsYevage nj^eiiof iBol^iMie^jiwd 

^d^rtt> theyilnifailife^ii aiieri^dsiy failotafaaqe7(rf^ODe 

fMii$|iofx^b ((fQH? ffjfltim^Itfaf^l^V(^^xtirii> all^^ 



liaiw tiit^ drwsM o^Kilg djaily, ^wkitik witcwed 
to them under tji^ eye pf thamanfiigertjiltiie^Jd 
fttid inftr^ people a^i^^ piwrided-wi^h ditessed 
^dealfi, Tbat tWdodniiig fo^ eirery >q»0P »^ 
Pepnifttpiie' j^cktefc ^fiOOTibrflffrelHrtaiMjitf^- 
pers, and a i«^ooll#ii';^a^ or bat The' womfeD 
liaYe a fulU^iB^d Jadciet 0f Peiinirtoiie, an Ouia^ 
|;Mnig» petticoat^ 9^ haqdkerchief aod a '^pradHeii 
fap; o» HCfmUd ^iMotM tii^y Iiflve/aehack theame 
l^esides^ and the dbildren have likewise iiii« aiiiniai 
jmit The 4}ttaatity of clothmg may^appew inMkf- 
fici^at for a y^t, but th0 Nfigvoee; or iri; (eais^die 
indnBtrious part of thein^ ha^ ampie i aombir of 
ptpeuring additional taiiA&xt, andth^y are alfir^s 
p^tred t6 be not only ^dete^ntly hnt «otnfd)tiib1y 
fhid. A h0nse ii§' feulh for each ikteily at 'fl^ ex- 
pense of the etrttite^ ^ho have a'sthalt pieee of 
: grtmnd allotted ta them, ' oa^ -^inift they ^jcnltivate 
for'^msi^lves: pr<^pk>n -aofdothi^ orb[liiS'^y tie 
$^H o# irhi^sh^ and the nAimg^iH h^'andj^attry 
(lhey> are ^^abled^ito iadulga theiiifid?es in dreis 
^^d 'Oth^rt^cdmlhH^^' The raperaDmnited and 
'\infil^ •pe0|^<dlhati'!aU'tbeHr>iiloYan«ds.icoDtiiiU6d 
i(^rilife;iaadoft^n<vea€«V0ie|Ktia<lielp8i iTUe^imotirs 
'o€l(w<»rttyara/ig^ni^lyl>^m' about 'Hixiiit^' the 
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VMi^.wrorlt ,^U.?i|;,i Ql|,.||| <||^,.l<^.4»yj8,.,7fjieii.tlie 
efm sets afti^ 8|;c,,it,jgp^g;I)f ]bf^^1j^^||e ,i^r; so thai 

t^<^ apd nqt jsof^jt^ thf^ flipq.|iou;r8-fQr Ow day,, 
^t ^t seasoaqf f|ie^^.]ijrheii.tJ?e,4ajs.are short, 
a^,piDe Jipura apdt a ba}jf when t^e/l^ys are lopf , 
I^,!^be (iit>p tupe,.(y(hich,tlo.efiQ|(^tla^t->ing^e Ui«i| 
^ii|^ t^iff4 tff.^herye^, if .alj^ihie days^eoiplpye^ifli. 
■S?ilF^!^WB«^^ wgt«i.p^t.^^tl>^»).tlie people ewH 
l^^jr^ j^ijt ,t|^e jrprl^; ainoflpiting on. ^ l^igp^ 

*^?m.f?!^.>^^f; ^^^i^%ifMH^ ^M^fm^m^^ 
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pies '■« fiij sh6ri^ml' "• IPheW^ a'^o'^'ldosi^^dit 

to lie 6n: "iTotHi'idcki tlte^rWd-^rfegtilariiutW- 
meat is allowei^, ^^ nti'^p^hs^' i^ spared -foV 
siDch aftides d)s the'VB&ctxyi^'tUintil^^ nc^c^sstiry' Hbl' 
them: a prB(ffilibfayi^'^(tHa&"4l^ry' ddy, aiitf 'd' 
Burgeoh or physician' U'c^y^dt^Hen^verre^tllrettf 
Ffom tlie tiifie'thi^'I^e^ib^Voiueii' kport HieA- 
s^Hes tnlOi drih^, l^e^'ar^ ^tidi'alm ftaiii Hi^ 
large gAu^; dtid ^^Id?^ = dttuM i'ery ItgU >^orlt^ 
tiH rfefivii^dV^Mby^findi'ik'prdtid^ for tteijii^ 
^ti<iTe^ ffllA 6tfieV byd^^skHie^ s^i'itietti, an<$' a' 
Md^Wf^puMtb sLttenit' mkia', i^^hk 6f their fe 
ihbieetote^^tlieA ih'fAi^ ftife'mddiHl ^fciili' Ae/ 
ttfe il!0^*» to striy itt;irid'dtlott"if6W.^ii^ krfliey 
r^ei¥e k' ^alf present 'iff J^6fiSy/'^»"ft&f'\iM- 
AW^rifti Jirtfer tSey 'drflfftle^ mM' ift'id'MAd' t<J 

fil¥di^^''lile'Mmfe^' boAe oxif aS sev'dh'6'elock- 
itf the A^feriSB^i l^aVfethfe ifeldteli iiitlU nursery, 




iU 

esil&le ft prbpef* btitMfbg'iUF aNurs^rf is tikeb&9; 
vrhete HheMH^i^ dt^'kfe^^uf^ i!li« day, Ubdef 
tbe-tilife- of ^deH^ #0ttHn 'M.'ntfrMs, wittr ft suf- 
fidettt qtmoftit^ df ^|) pri^fidikt' to ^tf them 
«lth, in ^tt^ ^Itsencf^ of tlMiir ttiotliers. 

I 

ofteH eidled, Drivers, m^ ^i*imtted U Ho time td 
gt^ a iiegt^ HMte tball t^i^ dtripei^'^itli ft cdt| if 
the db&tShaey o* unrtily cohdnct df any Negrtf t^^ 
quii^ a greater* pnniJ^meAt h^ ife report€*d to th6 
maltta^w. ExiEHttinatit jSaith—ife kiitiWs of tit* 
<>th[el* prft]febtnfenta'btrt? sofkaa^ 01* 

teo^ebrtfe ffoggnig^^ftbaeat; the 'faille iSIaV^d 
are rtever exposed when punished, the'cai;-*whi^ off 
cowiffkm ^i8» tte^er pei^ntittedf to ht xxkeA iSpdii ffcif 
estates tmdfei^birf cm^;^nd he fcelfeVe^ thstt it feg^' ^ ' 
jteratiy laid aside as an ini^rutti^iof ptFiiaifiiii€tttt. i<' 
Qu.3: (From ycrur klro^i^dgdtt^libeMbilS'bf 
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flie Negl'oesj a*e jrotr pftpajted^mf Vfh^^^ d*» ' ^ 
Bo^rtbrt iifclBico get 'MosUtods ?M .m»^ t&fif'^i^^^ 

ingjttiga^^tomte (€(<:> tbisfifitift)! By tbiif ifeeatkijllsr i > 
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of 0Qipiop^Jhai^ j^j^f.^ti^^ itftoii pjP^tente^tffom , 
doing ^o, by tti«w. intercwm^it^ with* tfe© t^faites j 
it can seldom or nerejr be l;h^ dfect of driiitr^rf 
infiuence, as ,\if; atti^Qda, . tp « ibe c^lPjpj^ints i4f$ 
cfveiy Nafro, and M h(Mmi^i\^ most ottrei^^!!)' 
dia. same, m^ Ructo ppis^tiijQt ;^\ji|i) l evet^^ re*/? 
fieflted and; putii^hqd ^y. ^eiidifjQb&i^ of iMfty; , 
white serranty or mioisag^er rwho Aitteinpt^^^^U^^ 
thai: ^n illicit intercourBiS doe&* oft^n ex'ist ^bettij, 
can be no doubt, b«t from the sQ^ll ntii&bar q#,. 
Mulatto obildren bom i^'OstatesKit^ would i^f^a^r 
that au€h 0010^116X10113 ^weire uol 80 o£(ea ibrmed ^ , 

<^.,4» W^bat) are yoQr.opfimoBs z^efli^ectiog^e . 
»li^io»3 iqelfudion <rf the Slaves by Clbigymw 

^91^ o£lfal&it|ttyt^^tikt»^e^ i& willilig.^ 

any) ^;a^;iiiQiidb'r4batp^Itdi^^ 
niitt^>ii0thmlilthMiiii^ ^f^jfmat^^mtt^ 
of 4ll$k3Mt^«fe9ffiill tfti<irflbl^Ui<^MiMM^MMt 

for H6mttj^^^^9a^Mavmdlm'jatM3dit^^ 
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faabits t6 attend hm own, and tMHne other N^roes 
under his direction, for the purpose of giving 
such instruction as they were capable of receive 
ing ; that he thinks much good may be done by 
a safe and efficient plan of religious instruction 
towards the moral improvement of the Negroes, 
and that men of good character and moderate 

acquirements, but sufficiently informed for the 
tmdertaking, sxe best calculated to effiesct it X and 
such persons should be employed as subordioate 
agents under the direction of the Rectors .of the 
parishes, or of principal Missionaries of the 
Church of England « 

(Signed) F. CbARKE^ 



•<<MMiHisHnaMvHi^HaaMMitfaiii<a 
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Mxaminaiion of JP'iltiam Sharps Es^. (pnOaiK). 

• ■ t 

m ■ r , 

Qmrjf 1. Whdt is your situation in life? 

jiM« Saith tbSit he is: ^ Plais^a*and Attoamey 
to iiiree estates^ 

Qif. 2. What ib the condition aifd treatment of 
the Sliavesonthe Plaiitatioiis under your direc-, 
tioasinrespecttofood, clothing, general comforts, . 
labour and punishments? 
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Ana. SaJth^-4;b&t th^ Negroes tinder his direc- 
tion have a pint of tea early in the morning, a pint 
of molasses ' and Water, or . half-pint of rum and 
water sweetened ; with molasses, in ' thei forenoon^ 
with' a plentiful dinner at noon; besides a daily 
allowance of one pint and a half of Guinea-corn, 
or two pints of Indian-corn ((arwinea-corix yields 
three [pounds of cocoa to a pint, and Indian two 
pounds and a half)— ^when roots are served out, 
it is in the proportion of. three pounds to. a pint of 
corn, they are also, allowed one pound offish and 
one gill and a half of salt {)er week; and on Festi- 
vals and harve^t-homcj they have one pound of 
salted pork to each person; children and infirm 
people have three meals a day cooked for them; 
The grfc^wn peoplc^ are allowed a small piece of 
laud /or a garden, which they cultivate as they 
like bcft; they raise a great quftntity of pigSj 
goats, Bfxd poultiy, with which articles they prin- 
cipally supply the market. Bvery kind of pro- 
perty which they acquire is held as sacred to 
them, as th^ir master's to him. The clothing for 
the men, consists anuuaUy of a check and Osna- 
bru^ is^rt,^ two pair of Qsnabrugs trowsers, a 
Pennistone jaK^ket, ' and. a woollen cap or hat. 
The wom^tt have a check shift, Os^abru^s petti- 

H 
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co&t, a Petmistoiie jacket^ and a cap or h^in^plff 
chki. The chiklr^ hare one suit eack;;t^M^ 
linen is proTided for the in&nte. Their hoi^sffli 
are built of atone and thatched; ^ere i^^aa 
average number of about four persons i^babitiB^ 
each house. Good fioepitalp are {iroTided^^ 
the sick, and a woman o£ the best chipracter. is 
selected as sick nurse; iai Apotbcicary .,is eiiai- 
ployed to attend them every day,! and in caseaqf 
danger a Pbysicism^ Surgeon, or Accoucheur, is 
called, as the occasion may require^ There are 
also Nurseries in which all the children who.|m^ 
not of an age fit to work are kept under .1^ 
supmntendence of middle-iaged women^ who leur^ 
selected pn account of their good chiaracters^. and 
are mothei^ themselves ; the ehildr^ wbor af^ 
nursing are ftd with parp duiring the tipnerth^ 
mothers are at work*. . As soou as ^ «;o9i^ 
report themselves pregnant^ they are removifii 
from the able gang and put to light work* Qm 
month iir allowed tl^m for lying-in, and a.ctfc^vil 
person attends them dtirk^ Uieir ccnfinementir 
When ' the moth« brings out her xktid she re^ 
ceives a doifa»v and i^ inslaructed to pui^hase a 
pig, OP any-diing'^se tite likes bcttov '£M>-<tiM 
benefit of the ckM. ^Tkey^ 4o ^^imf- little^ 'tnik 
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Sil[4W6 ia^ttOku- iftett itkef bdme dot^ and during 
tfie Mj^Ik^ "SxAt th% are ' nur^ng, have an indttl- 
genbe of tiiHe ift the mornitig and evehing, and 
i^^i^ lidnie twice iti' the forenoon and once in 
&& afteitrooti to theii* cbildren,^ independent of the 
ti^ aHbwed for breakfast anci dinner. The chil« 
dren iVe hot weaned till the eye-^teeth are cut. 
Aceoifding to the itize of Uie estate, the g^gs ^re 
differently dasded, uslihg all prslctical -meansr of 
£lep'arating the Weak from ' the strong; They 
generally set to woi^k about stm-riise, but if the 
iSddMu Which they Hr^ io labour is near their 
hohs^' t Klfle earlier; take break jfast at nine 
bVl6^fe; attd^liesuine their Work about ten o'clock ; 
Irt dne o'ckMI: they come boitie to dinner, and are 
Ahietttir6tai work about two hours; they are 
AhaiWnPdiP at ^uto$et, and retire to their houses to 
itfttk'ftfter theif d#n CoAdems; when making sugar, 
^ bbilers' and stokers, and some of the mill 
|m6j[>le^'^hichi8riai^^ estates amount to twelve or 

f^itrtt^n pfHtuom; a«e kept out later^ generally till 
Dfine^or 1»ii o'dock, aad the boiling^hoiise sets to 
workifbout Are ^clock in thi mooming^i Watcb: 
mea and cattl^4Qeape» aare r uHamiAably mme 
etposed ito the wdaiket^tiia»^atlier dbscrq)tion3 i^ 
person^: am the^tdtes^ ^Mt oifA» whdecthey are 
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not found to be more unhealthy than theft* t^low 
labourers;— according to the si2e of the gang, 'one 
or more persons are allowed to bring them water, 
and any little comforts which they may reqiifre 
whilst at work. On Sunday morning the gangs 
bring a handful of grass and take their allow^Knce ; 
no work is expected from them on that day, bttt 
after they have been assembled in the momin^^ 
which is principally done with a view to prevent 
their rainbling on Saturday night, the rest of the 
day is entirely left to them to dispose of as th^ 
think proper. - f 

Qu. 3. Is the cart-whtp or cow-skin whip ^ in 
general used as an instrument of puni^hmeiit, 
arid is it customfary to expose the female StoVes 
indecently when subjected to punishment ? *' . 

jtns. Saitii — that the DriVer (who is also am 
Overseer, to see the work faithfully petformed) 
is restricted in his authority. He is not allbvred 
to inflict more than six stripes ; if greater punish- 
ment is necessary, the offender is reported to the 
Manager,, who punishes according to the nature 
of the offence, either by corporal chastisement or 
Confinement; if the Driver abuses bis authority; 
the gang are encouraged to complain gainst 
him, and in general they are very ready to do so. 
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and he is punished in the manner already de« 
sqrilJM^d. . Under ivhite servante have very .little 
^authority placed in. tbfear. h^wds, their business is 
iQ rObservei and report the iU-condupt of the 
N^bes to. the Man^g^r, who if his (the Mana- 
ger's) conduct. is not tegvAated from higher prin- 
cipliBs, he is diecked in the abuse of his power 
fay self4ntere8t, for the strong voice of public 
Qf^ian is against his using tyrannical measures. 
[The community in general look with detestation 
on a man who has once obtained a character fw 
ferity, and if his maintenance depends on his 
profession, he is left to pine in M^ant of th^ neces- 
^lari/e^ of life, because he cannot get employment. 
Xhe ffpW'Skin whip is carried more as a badge of 
,afl|qe> than used as an instrument of correction; 
the usual vray of .inflicting corporal punishment, 
l>p^ to ;,pien .and women, is over the shoulders, 

7f^Uf.,.r<)4^ 9^ .^ %^^ .^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ sjtrands ; 
,th^ ^PfRW sifeji^ever indecently exposed on the 
^tate^ 

, ; Q». 4. From your knowledge of the habits of 
JVegroes, are you prepared to say, whether or not 
the ^omen get husbands at an early age, and can 
y.ou undertake to, assert wftfi con^dence^ whether 
fir^ ppt thqy are ipes|;.r^i^d from., contractiog 
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engagements of this kind, by flvev IkwtiouA fAte¥* 

course with the white tten on the estates ? 

Ans. Saith*-^It has not appeared to \kV(n tbiit 

the young Negro women «are Verf renarksible 

for having husbaudb»at an eaorly e^e;' partrealtf. 

instatnces do Bomfeetimes oociir of their getting 

husbands when rery young; .Bjraniinaiit saidl^ 

it is haardly necessary for him to r^nark wbatis 

lEfo well known, that they have gitilautriea aDMbgM 

thehr own colour, as wdl as &e iai|:-cpmplexioi»d, 

;ind a line is drawn, ^tHhough the marriage dere* 

mony does not take place, betw^n a woiftsnrWiiO 

is the acknowledged wi^ of a black mtttt, ^fiift4 

another who lavishes her fiiv(^r» withc^uf MItiilfirg 

herself: his answer is to be appli^'tq thUM irho 

» * ____ 

have acknowledged husbf^»ds.' Exaniinant saitl^^ 

he must divide the latter, part of your qu^istion 

in two parts— firstly, ifyoti meati tpitiqfuii'i 

whether arbitrary me^hs are madi^ iise^qiP^on the. 

estates to restAtin the young Negro women front 

having husbands of their own colour at an earl^ 

• . ■ • - 

age, he does not believe it exists ;^secpmily; *a^ 
illicit intercourse wlth'the whites doei^ sometimes 
take place, but it is principally confined to the, 
inferior servants oh the estates, who are young 
men whose circumstances in Ik^ wSl iiot adslit 
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a£Mmp liiuryiog sui4 supjiortiiig afamily t^^wben 
a coDue^tioa of this &jiid t»kes place between them 
And tti^ ydong black woBieii, it ii^ dofie l>y persua* 
fAm% aQbd because they have it more in their 
|iQwer to gratify the yanity of the females in their 
fondness fordreisfs; pa^ishpieQt howeyer awaits 
the offender wheQ his improper conduct ia dis- 
iCOTered, for lie seldom escapes being turned out 
.of the estates, A Manager's moral conduct is a 
grefit recommendation of him: glaring instances 
of immoral conduct would not be tolerated* 
i^aith — he is of opinion that the illicit intercourse 
with the whites, h^s bpt very little effect in pre- 
veuting the young womep on estates from having 
h^bs^ds at an early age. On two estates which 
are under his direction, and have upwards of four 
Hundred negroes on them, only two coloured chil« 
dren, descendants of white mei), have been bom 
idnce May 1817 to the present time; gnd on 
cmotiier which he took over in 1819, with 120 
Negroes, 0^ere has been no coloured child bom. 

Qu. 5. What are your opinions respecting the 

religious ipstructiim of the Slaves by clergymen 

of the Established Chur(;h ? 

. Ans. Saith-^that to this question he can an* 

sw^r decidedly, lliat he has no objection to the 
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religious instruction .-of the Slayes, but on the 
contrary, is willing to gire all the assistance ii| 
his power to promote so desirable an object. 

(Signed) Wm. Siuap, 



* t 

T%e Examination ofOeorge Richards^ 

(on Oath). ' 



,Query 1. What. is your situation in life? 

AnmfT. JSxaminaut saith— -that he is a Pby^ 
sician, aud a Member of the Royal Coll^p of 
Surgqons in London ; that he is in the habit of 
visiting estates daily, asi their regular m^dica} 
attendant, 

Qu. 2. What number of Plantations have you 
ijnder your care, and do you think there is a 
groper attention to the means of preserving tl»e 
health of the Slaves generally, and to the comT 
forts of the sick in particular ? 
f j^w. Examinant saith — th^t he practises for 
about eight estates, and other properties, the 
whole population of ivhich, aqdount to s^bout 
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9(0OO(,'and'that he has also a general practice as 
Physicmn aod Surgeon, and visits many estates 
in that capacity ; that in all the properties he 
attends, the Slaves have the greatest attention 
paid 'thetd, and in case of illness they have ev^y 
allowance that he directs. 

Qu. 3. Do you, or do you not, sometimes have 
patients brought into the Hospital, suffering from 
liie effects of severe punishments; and if such 
eases do occur, must they not Qecessarily come 
under your notice ? 

Ans. Examiuant saith^*— that be has never seen 
a single instance of that kind ; and if they did 
occur, they must necessarily come under his 
potiee. 

(Signed) G. Richards. 



Examination of John U. LeacocJcy M. D. 

(on Oath). ♦ 

^ Query 1. What is your, situation in life? 

Ans. Examinant saith — that he is a Physician, 
and a Member ^f the Royal College of Surgeons 
fn London; that he is in the habit of visiting 
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pstates daDy. as their coastant medical attendant! 
Qu. 2% What number of Plantations have yai| 
under your care» and 4^ you think there is a 
proper attention to the means of preserving the 
health of the* SilMe^K generally, p.q4 to^thecOmT 
forts of the sick in pajtticid«r? . 

r i4<^>S2iambantfiakh--^4bathe has aJbout thirty 
SNjgtoJHaataliQM; and many small pbces, haiwi^ 
ai.p^polafioQ of about four tlKMsaud ; Aat <heia 
Ml •generaUy every care taken; to preserve the peo* 
pie in health, and every comfort aifoided them, 
during • .siekttess. Hphat. inde^endaat of these 
estates^ he is usually consulted ia cases of ex^. 
trattiesiUness en oth^s^ and that he has ever witt^ 
nessed the same care and attention to the sick* 

Qu. 5. Do you, or do you not, sometimes have 
patfento brought into the Hospital, suffering fron^ 
the eflfeels of severe punishments; and if such 
cases do occur, must they not necessarily comf^ 
uttdecyour notice ? 

Ans. Examinant saith — that such cases must 
come under his notice when they do occur, but 
that he has never met with such as to retjuire bi^ 
attention. . 

(Signed) John. H. Leacock. 
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flivamination of Reynold C. Thomas^ M. JX. 

(on Oath). 

Qnery 1, What is your situatien in life? 

Am. Examinant sailh— 4liat he is a Pfaysidan^ 
Stiiigeoii and Acconchenr, and that he has been 
ptaetteing fpt about 10,000 Slaves in this Island 
pT tile liUit three years. That fifl^n years ago, 
he was engaged in an apothecary's business, oon^ 
laitiibg about 2000 Slaves. 

Qu.2. What number of Plantatiomi have yott 
undel^ your care/ and do yo^ think thiere ts a 
proper attention to the means of preserving the 
healHi of the Slaves generally, and to the comfiMs 
pf the sick in particular? 

Ans. He thinks that there has* been oonsidar^ 
able amelioration in their treatment, and attenticm 
to their comforts in every respect^ virithiu the last 
fifteen years; at present their Hospitals: are good, 
and they have every attention in sickness. If t]|e 
public Hospitals be excluded, he thinks that the 
Slaves here have considerably more comforts and 
advantages in sickness, than the labourii^ poor 
of England can have. 

Qu. 3. Do you, or do you not, sometimes have 
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patients brought into the Hospital, suffering from 
the effiects of severe punishments; and if such 
cases do occur, must they not necessarily come 
under your notice? 

Ans. Saith — ^that he has never attfoided any 
Slave who had suffered severe corporal punish* 
meiit, either Mrhile practising as an apothecary or 
since; and althoi^gh he does not consider that 
f uch cases must necessarily have come under his 
notice if they had occurred, yet he has every 
reason to believe, that if the punishment had be^ 
90 severe as to have been at all dangerous, that 
they would then have come under his notice. 



(Signed) 



R. C. Thomas^ 



^-(•■••■■^•i^" 
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Examination of the Rev. Samuel Hinds ^ A. M. 

(on Oath). 

Query 1. "What is your station in life? 

Ans. A Clergyman, and Principal of Codrington 
Collie. 

Qu. 2. Did you not officiate for some time in 
this Colony, as Missionary from the Society for 
the Conversion of the Negro Slaves; and did you, 
or did you not, meet with encouragement from 
the Owners and Overseers of estates, in prose- 
cuting the object of your mission ? State parti<- 
cularly the manner in which you were received 
by the Owners and Overseers of Plantations. 

Ans. In 1821, I vi^s appointed Missionary by 
the Society for the^ Conversion of Negroes^ and 
held the office for upwards of six months, during 
which time I made many applications to th^ 
Proprietors and Overseers of estates, for liberty 
to instruct their Slaves in religion, and without 
any exception, all these applications were received 
tavourably, and in several instances great zeal and 
earnestness were manifested in the cause in which 
I was engaged. I have known the Proprietor 
himself read Prayers and explain the Scriptures 
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id )iis Slaves. My duties as Curate of Clirist 
Churchy prevented me from visiting the estates 
on Sundays; I was therefore obliged to select 
some other day for the purp6de, atid I observed 
that whenever I visited aii estate, gc^nerally the 
N^proes were allowed an afternoon holiday and 
encouraged otherwise to attend me. It is but 
jmtioe towards two r^eirpeciable bodies of men, to 
state further^ that the Agriculturtd Society and 
Hbe Planters' Clubi each passed ei v6te ^proving 
the object of my inissi(»i,. and ofiering their assi^t-^ 
ance to d^^rry into effisct any measures which f 
might pflrdpbse; for the general diffiii^ion of Chni^ 
tianity among the Sldved. In short from the 
mquifies vrhibh I made, as W^ti as from my owti 
6bscrvati6ns; the impression left on my mmd is/ 
tkct flie general sense of the P)rc^etor« df tiii^ 
Isknd k in favour of the rdi^ons instruction of 
the N^oes, vrhenever undertaken by ministers 
of the Church of England. 

(Signed) Samuel Hinds. 
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To The Honbie. Renn Hamden^ Chairman 0/ the 

Committee^ Sfx. Spc. 



« t 



, BARBtADOES, TeEASJJRER'S 0?FIC^ 

8th July, 1823. 

- Sir, 

In compliance with the requxigt of the 
Committee of the Council appointed^ to inquise 
'* into the actual state of Slavery/' that I would 
furnish them from the Treasury Books, with an 
account of the number of Slave-Owners in thia 
Island/^' distinguishing the number possessing 
^' land and Slaves, from those possessing Slave* 
*' only," I now have the honour to state, thai 
there are one thousand five hundred 'and Hxvttf^ 
five possessing liuid and slaves, of which number 
Airee hundred and two are sugar-works ; and lihai 
there are three thousand six hundred and seventy^ 
one owners possessing Slaves only. 

This Account is taken from the Books of 1822^ 
the present year not being made up. 

I have honour to be, with the highest respect^ 

Sir, 
Your obedient, humble servant, 

(Signed) Conrade A. Howell^ 

Treasurer. 
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